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FROM THE
LAPTOP

Christmas in the UK - it’s been a while!

No sooner have I written my editorial and sent the magazine off to the printers and it is out of date! In
Tier 2 when the November issue was written and then in our second lockdown when you received it. I
am now in Tier 3 in Slough, along with a number of other members, so our riding is still curtailed within
the club and IAM guidelines. I’m not holding out great hopes for the 16th when Tiers are reviewed but
looking forward to heading up to East Anglia for Christmas as my usual trip to California is off the cards.
My family there are back in the top tier of purple although they managed a Thanksgiving dinner with
about 10 of them suitably distanced at their separate tables outside.
So those of you that can get back to our six-person rides - enjoy!. I’m fairly tired of talking to the four
walls at home; Skype, WhatsApp, Zoom and Microsoft Teams have their place for contact but there’s
nothing quite like seeing a friendly face.
With this extra publication I would like to first say thank you to my team for their support and
contributions - thank you Nick, Kathy, Robin and new addition Paul. A big thanks also goes to all of our
advertisers for their continued support, so a Merry Christmas from TVAM with a month’s free advertising
this month. Lastly, thanks to all the contributors this year who have written articles for you all, we are
always looking for pieces to educate and entertain our members!
So I hope you enjoy this issue with amongst its pages, Nick Tasker’s look at the electric motorcycle
industry in the shape of the Zero SR/S, a piece from outgoing Chairman Andy Slater on wintering your
bike and a few pages of jokes, puzzles and other trivia to lighten your mood this month.
Merry Christmas everyone
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Roll of Honour
New Members in November 2020
Daniel Griffiths
Donna Heath
Adrian Sharphouse

Test Passes Achieved
		
F1RST Pass
Philip Boulter
Graeme Buchholz
Matthew Hubbard
Mick O’Neill

Observer
Mick Goodall
John James
Geoff Pretty
Andy Slater

Local Observer Validations
Stephen Eungblut
Paul Johnson

ST CRISPIN’S ONLINE MEET
Details of the Zoom meeting are below and when you join, don’t forget to enter your full name so
everyone knows who is who. We have Test Passes to announce, members of the Training Team and
Committee will be on hand to answer any questions you may have and if you’re interested in becoming
an Observer then you can discuss the programme in a breakout session.
Topic: Virtual St Crispin’s
Time: Sunday 20th December, 2020 - 9am-10am
Join Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82913029721?pwd=U0tLcFBsYU5wK0RqWTkvZ3VNTUI5dz09
Meeting ID: 829 130 29721
Password: 9099778963

The Slipstream Team wish you all
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
4 Slipstream December 2020
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FROM THE SADDLE
I’m writing this as we’ve just moved out of our lockdown status and into the
current Tier arrangement. Most of us in the TVAM area are in Tier 2, with
the exception of those residing in Slough, who are in Tier 3. From a TVAM
activity point of view this means that:
• We can’t hold indoor social meetings, or indoor training sessions.
• Those members who reside in Tier 2 areas can participate in observed and
social rides with up to six people, whilst maintaining appropriate social
distancing. Note that socialising is only allowed in outdoor settings, so you should not meet with others
who are not from your household in any indoor setting – so we are not able to meet/stop in cafés
except for take-away drinks, etc. Riders should avoid riding into Tier 3 areas, although it is permissible
to ride through a Tier 3 area as part of a longer journey.
• Those members residing in a Tier 3 area (e.g. Slough) should not participate in observed or social rides,
since people residing in Tier 3 areas should not meet socially indoors or in most outdoor settings.
The list of tiers is here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/full-list-of-local-restriction-tiers-by-area.
I’m pleased that we’re able to run our Slow Manoeuvring courses on the third Saturday of the month
at St. Crispin’s. Places are limited and you can book your place online in the TVAM web shop at
https://www.tvam.org/product/slow-manoeuvring-at-st-crispins/
We are continuing with our programme of free Taster Rides and these are advertised on social media
and on the TVAM website. They’re designed to give someone an overview of the sort of coaching we
offer and an introduction to advanced riding. If you know of someone that might benefit from this then
please do let them know.
Remember to participate in your local team video meetings and also the next virtual St Crispin’s at 9am
on 20th December. The link for the meeting is on Groups.io and is also on the opposite page.
The AGM is approaching and will be held, virtually, on 17th January 2021. As well as a review of the
activities of the previous TVAM year, we will also discuss outline plans for the coming year and elect
positions for the committee. It is important that you participate, so please make every effort to attend
and note that you will need to pre-register (details are in this issue of Slipstream - see page 17).
I’m sure we’re all hoping that 2021 will prove to be a better, more involving year than 2020 and the
signs are encouraging that it will. We are, therefore, planning for a return to normal activities, albeit
with a measured approach to take account of ongoing restrictions.
In the meantime it just remains for me to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

Chris Brownlee
Chief Observer

We are now

OPEN
6 High Street
Sonning, RG4 6UP.
Enjoy our
delicious cakes,
tea & coffee.
tvam.org
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2020
Zero
SR/S
Review
Are motorcycles finally ready to embrace electric motors?
2020 will be remembered for a lot of (mostly terrible) things, but it also stands to become the turning
point for electric car ownership in Western Europe. A number of regulatory and social factors have
collided with the relentless march of technology, and electric cars are finally good enough to replace
their petrol-powered versions for many people.
There is now genuine choice from a broad swathe of manufacturers at a wide range of price points and
form factors. Need something cheap and cheerful? The Renault Zoe has you covered. Got kids to haul
around? The Kia E-Niro awaits. Money to burn? Sir or Madam’s Porsche Taycan is right over here. Time
to replace your Volkswagen Golf? Try the ID3. All good cars at competitive price points, and despite
their high-tech electric powertrains they are all genuinely usable real-world transportation.
Car manufacturers in Europe are under the gun of course, with new internal-combustion-engine (ICE)
powered cars set to be banned from sale in the next couple of decades. The UK government has
triggered one of the shorter countdowns, with 2035 looming large for manufacturers who have yet
to dip a serious toe into electric waters. True, questions remain on how those forced to park on the
street will charge their cars, and our high-speed recharging infrastructure is a patchwork of broken and
incompatible chargers, but I’m confident that those problems can be solved in time. Price and range
still leave room for improvement, but we’re honestly not far off. No, the bigger question and my chief
concern is how our precious motorcycles will fare in this brave new world.
For now, the upcoming UK ICE ban does not include motorcycles and scooters, so it sounds like you’ll
still be able to buy petrol-powered two-wheelers in 2035. Of course, there’s plenty of time for our
Government to change its mind, and even if not, it’s only a matter of time before ever-tightening
emissions regulations squeeze the petrol out of your tank. It’s also true that our electric two-wheeled
choices are getting better, even if pickings are slim at the moment. In a few short years promising
newcomers Alta Motors and Mission Motors have both risen and then fallen again, while electric
pioneers Zero have been quietly, ahem, plugging away.
Despite Harley-Davidson’s £30,000 Livewire and its high-profile television debut garnering all the
publicity, it’s Zero’s new SR/S that caught my eye this year. Essentially a faired version of 2019’s
SR/F, the SR/S and its naked sibling mark a turning point in Zero’s product design and capabilities.
Their previous offerings with their less powerful, shorter-ranged bikes never caught the imagination of
mainstream motorcycling. Performance and finish quality equivalent to a 20-year-old Kawasaki Ninja
6 Slipstream December 2020
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250 and asking prices not far removed from high-end
Ducatis were of little interest to all but hard-core early
adopters, though they did show up in some odd places.
I’ve never ridden one because, quite frankly, they were
just too expensive and too short-range to be serious
contenders for any of my purposes.
But the new SR platform is a very different beast. Gone
are the spindly wheels and questionable running gear, and
instead we’re looking at proper modern sports bike tackle.
Sure, the J. Juan brakes are an oddity and don’t quite
match the bite and power of the best Italian or Japanese
competitors, but twin four-piston radial-mount calipers
Conventional... until you notice the lack of exhaust
are nothing to sniff at. Showa adjustable suspension front .
and rear ticks a quality box, while LED headlamps and
a TFT dashboard present the very picture of high-tech
modernity. But where you’d expect to see cylinder heads
and a catalyst-packed exhaust system poking out from
under shiny plastics, we instead see a lightly-finned battery
pack and gold-anodised electric motor.
And what a motor it is. Packing 110bhp and a frankly
ridiculous 190Nm from a single moving part, Zero’s
latest-generation permanent-magnet brushless motor
spools the fat 180-section Pirelli Diablo Rosso 3 rear
tyre up through a maintenance-free kevlar belt drive.
Numbers like this have to be taken with a pinch of salt,
because the way that electric power is delivered is so
different to what we’re used to. But in the right throttle
mode, the SR/S builds speed more than quickly enough.
I actually suspect that output at lower speeds is being
limited by the traction control to prevent either burnouts
or wheelies, and I wasn’t brave enough to try switching
it off.

Zero were one of the first to market.

Electric motors deliver 100% of their maximum torque
straight from zero rpm, so there’s no waiting for an
engine to spool up and into its power band to make swift
progress. But also unlike an internal combustion engine, An unassuming piece, this beast of a motor has to
that torque figure never gets any higher as revs climb. In be held back by electronics.
unrestricted form an electric motor’s dyno chart would
be a straight diagonal line, with output plummeting
as revs rise. The Zero’s chart is weirder still, supporting
the theory that the bike is massively limiting its output
until almost 4,000 RPM. I suspect that 140Nm isn’t the
maximum twist the motor can produce - it’s simply the
maximum that the bike’s traction control system has
decided that it’s safe to deliver.
So what does that feel like to actually ride? Well, it’s...
different. An electric motor under load actually makes
quite an interesting array of (admittedly quiet) noises,
tvam.org

Even my dealer had trouble adjusting the settings,
and that was with the bike stationary.
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and is honestly a lot more interesting to listen to than many of today’s overly-silenced petrol bikes
under many conditions. It is utterly silent when stationary, however, and it’s almost eerie pulling up to
a set of traffic lights and being able to hear the sounds of the city or countryside around you. It’s also
hilarious to swoop past traffic on the open road in total silence, having changed no gears - just twist and
really go.
There’s a hell of a lot to like about electric powertrains. Obviously, electricity is cheaper than petrol, but
the fact that you can top up at home and leave the garage with a fresh ‘tank’ every day is a novelty
that never gets old - or so I’m told. At a stroke, zero-emissions zones are of no consequence, and you’ll
never wake up your neighbours leaving for an early Sunday blast, nor get dirty looks from people as you
rattle past them outside peaceful village cafes. The instant on-demand power at any speed is addictive,
and you’ll never experience a power train with more immediate throttle-response.
The ownership experience should be more relaxing, too. All those dirty, messy, oily reciprocating parts
are gone, replaced with a big sealed battery pack and a spinning shaft inside some electromagnets.
There’s no oil to change, no valves to adjust, no filters to replace - not even a chain to lubricate! Aside
from your tyres and brakes there’s nothing to warm up when cold, nor anything to bed in when new.
An electric motor is a devilishly simple thing compared to the incredible complexity of an internal
combustion engine, and needs practically no maintenance. And that’s what makes Zero’s insistence on
a 4,000-mile service schedule so baffling. Yes, pivot points need lubricating and brakes and tyres need
checking, but not even Suzuki insists on dealer visits that often. Still, an electric motorcycle is a prime
candidate for easy low-cost home servicing.
But there are downsides too - both to electric motorcycles in general and the Zero SR/S in particular.
Electric motors are extremely efficient at turning energy into motion (95+% is not uncommon) with
petrol engines struggling to convert more than 20-35% of their fuel into motion. Yet even state-ofthe-art lithium-polymer batteries are hopelessly poor at storing energy when compared to liquid fuels.
Based on a number of sources, it’s generally agreed that the energy density of a high-tech 14.4kWh
battery pack like the Zero’s is handily beaten by just two litres of bargain-basement supermarket petrol.
And that battery pack is heavy, pushing the otherwise mechanically simple SR/S up to a meaty 230kg
curb weight.
The efficiency of that electric motor is a good thing then, because I doubt that even my V-Strom 650
would get very far on just two litres of fuel. But while Zero claim 150 miles’ range in the city, after
just 13 miles of mixed riding I had already drained 23% of my battery’s charge. Ride normally and a
fully-charged battery wouldn’t get you much more than 60 miles. Ride hard and you wouldn’t last an
hour before stopping dead at the side of the road. Trundling in a more relaxed manner between public
charging points might make a new type of touring possible, but one mistake and you’d be calling for
someone to collect you in a van.

Electronics are limiting engine torque all the way to 4,000 RPM.
8 Slipstream December 2020
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No clutch lever, obviously - just direct,
instantaneous drive.

Barrie Smith MCIOB

For all your architectural and
building design requirements.
BPS offers a complete and tailored building design service. Whether you
require plans to obtain planning permission or a complete project
co-ordination service, BPS has the expertise to meet your requirements.

01344 309050
barrie@barriepsmith.com

www.barriepsmith.com
tvam.org
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(continued from page 8)

Commuting might make more sense. Regenerative braking, where ‘engine braking’ is actually the
electric motor converting your unwanted momentum back into electricity, makes stop-start traffic a far
less wasteful endeavour, and the average European commute would be comfortably handled by the
Zero’s battery pack. My own ~70 mile round-trip to work and back might be a challenge, except that
my employer has installed free electric charge points all around the parking lot. I’m the perfect target
customer for a good electric motorcycle.
But while the Zero SR/S nails the electric part, it falls somewhat short on being a good motorcycle. I was
actually surprised when I checked the specs later and found that the bike weighs ‘only’ 230kg, because
on the go it feels like it weighs a lot more. In a straight line, even on bumpy roads the suspension does
its best to hide the bulk, but arrive at a corner and suddenly you realise that there is almost no feel from
the front forks. I can only surmise that the suspension and chassis are simply underdeveloped, the result
of a tech company building a drivetrain first and a motorcycle second. The bike understeers when first
tipped in, then dares you to lean it further to complete the turn, all while the front end is communicating
nothing about how much grip is actually available. The contrast to Kawasaki’s identically-weighing
Ninja 1000SX could not be starker.
Approaching a corner is almost as bad as riding around it. The brakes are fine, but again, the front forks
let them down. You don’t have the confidence to squeeze hard, and for some reason the sportier the
riding mode, the less of a braking effect the motors are programmed to give you. The result is that you
freewheel into every corner as though in sixth gear, yet don’t have the front-end feedback you’d need
to trail-brake to compensate. And before anyone suggests dragging the rear brake as a solution, it’s so
ineffective that it’s barely adequate for slow-speed manoeuvres, never mind high-speed corner entry!
Perhaps these handling issues are merely a symptom of my age-old problem - I simply don’t weigh as

That big, heavy battery sits low in the chassis, but
doesn’t actually hold that much energy.

Unpack your sandwiches and a good book, and plug in
the charger.

J. Juan front brakes are fine, but Showa-sourced forks
deliver little feedback.

Direct-action shock absorbs bumps well, with plenty of
adjustability.
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much as the suspension’s designers anticipated. Zero
is an American manufacturer, so their average rider
specification may well skew heavier than the European
or Japanese brands. I am usually able to determine
whether a suspension is otherwise good or bad just by
riding it, and can make an educated guess as to how the
bike would perform once adjusted for my lighter stature.
But in the case of the SR/S, I simply can’t tell. Maybe the
Zero would positively scythe down British B-roads after
£1,000’s worth of suspension work, but that’s a heck of
a gamble on an already £20,000+ motorcycle.
Switching the bike into ‘Street’ or even ‘Eco’ mode
cranks up the regenerative engine braking in stages,
and ‘Eco’ provides much more natural control going
into bends as a result. But with the throttle set this
way getting back on the power is so slow and woolly
that you lose all precision, making corner exits a sloppy
mess. My dealer tells me that it’s possible to configure a
‘Custom’ mode that would combine the crisp throttleresponse of ‘Sport’ with the maximum engine braking I
craved, so maybe that would provide a solution for more
enthusiastic riding.
But switching back into a gentler mode for cruising is
not easy. The clunky mode-switch requires multiple

tvam.org

No gear lever, of course, but you do get belt-drive
and a centre-stand.

The seat seems fine for short trips; you’ll never get a
chance to try it on long ones.
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Low-mounted mirrors are excellent, something other
manufacturers should take note of.

Really well-judged screen is effective, with no adjustment
necessary or possible.

press-and-hold operations, and you’ll need to spend a frankly dangerous amount of time looking at
the dashboard to confirm that your inputs have been registered before moving on to the next stage in
the process. Imagine trying to program the timer on a digital watch while also riding a motorcycle and
you’re just about there. The heated grips are a similar story - adjusting the heat requires delving into a
menu and holding various mode switches down for a few seconds. Would an extra button or two really
have been so hard?
And the thing is, when riding progressively an experienced motorcyclist will adjust their engine braking
constantly by selecting the appropriate gear for the speed and difficulty of each corner. Binding the
regenerative engine braking to throttle modes makes this impossible, and makes you wonder why there
isn’t a foot-operated lever of sorts that would allow you to adjust the level of the effect in real-time?
Electric cars do this exact thing with paddles behind the steering wheel, and the concept works perfectly.
The overall impression the bike gives is of a product entirely built around its core technology, with details
at the periphery left as something of an afterthought. The much-lauded hard luggage requires one of the
ugliest pieces of bolt-on scaffolding I’ve ever seen, and the optional top-box mount is barely integrated
at all. The bike is meant to epitomise the latest in high-tech transportation, yet features what I believe
are 2006 Triumph Daytona 675 filament-bulb indicators. The switchgear is rather cheap and nasty, and
the plastic hatches on the faux-tank and charging ports are very flimsy indeed. When so much of the bike
oozes class, these other pieces stand out a mile and would really spoil the ownership experience.
The seat and general riding position is relatively comfortable and nicely detailed, the paint and lines of
the bodywork clean and uncluttered in pleasant comparison to many modern motorcycles. The wing
mirrors are incredible - mounted low, like old BMW tourers, they provide a clear rear view completely
devoid of shoulder or elbow. I’m a fan of the clean and easy-to-read dash, even if the user interface for
configuring it is a nightmare. For my height the windshield works really well, keeping pressure off my
chest but directing clean airflow at my helmet. With the handling issues resolved, it would be a lovely
motorcycle to spend time on.
Of course, that brings us back to the range, because you’d be spending just as much time drinking coffee
while it charged as you would riding it. And that’s not really Zero’s fault, who have been relentless in
their push to bring practical electric motorcycling to the mass market. Harley-Davidson’s LiveWire can
reportedly get a little further on a full charge and has the added benefit of DC fast-charging support, rare
as such chargers are in the UK. Given Harley-Davidson’s more extensive experience of actually building
motorcycles, perhaps the overall result is a little more cohesive - although you’ll certainly pay for it. A
brand-new LiveWire makes Harley’s petrol bikes seem cheap at an eye-watering £30,000 a piece.
Consider the specifications and performance of both these examples and you’d reasonably expect
petrol-powered equivalents to cost around half what Zero and Harley-Davidson are asking for their
12 Slipstream December 2020
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Motorcycle Specialists

NEW SHOP NOW OPEN!
Race, Road, Tour, Adventure, MX…
Bike sales
Helmets
Leathers
Textiles
Boots
Gloves
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Servicing
Diagnostics
Tyres
MOT

Our New Address
Unit 1, 125 Reading Road, Wokingham , RG41 1HD
Tel: 01189 780089

Finance options available..
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(continued from page 12)

premium electric motorcycles. And while electric cars seem
to be around £5,000-10,000 more than their internalcombustion cousins on a spec-for-spec basis, it’s a fact that
those massive battery packs add a tremendous cost to the
parts list. The SR/S and LiveWire have batteries that are
much, much smaller, so where is all that extra money going?

TFT Dash is easy to read, but the user interface is
an ergonomic disaster.

That battery doesn’t cost £10,000, so why is the
SR/S £10k more than a Ninja 1000SX?

Rear brake is terrible, barely enough for lowspeed manoeurvres

We’re getting closer, but this is still very much an
early, flawed effort.
14 Slipstream December 2020

I fear that the answers lie in sales volume and development
costs. Even if electric vehicle battery cells can be purchased
wholesale from any number of suppliers these days,
developing a good motor and the supporting electronics
costs money. Then there’s the engineering required to slot
it all into a modern chassis, whose design has been steered
by the physical dimensions and necessities of internal
combustion engines for more than 100 years. Styling,
marketing, user interface design - all the things that don’t
directly contribute towards the individual cost of a product
must still be paid for in the end, and when that cost is spread
over a relatively small number of customers, each sale must
cover a larger chunk. Later, when all that prior expense has
been paid off, and if the products continue to sell, then prices
can come down. That’s why a new Suzuki SV650 today
is significantly cheaper than its inflation-adjusted 1999
ancestor. Cars, even electric ones, can amortise those costs
over hundreds of times as many actual sales, rapidly closing
the gap on their petrol-powered versions.
The people who jump in at those early price points, who
are willing to pay an outsized chunk of the manufacturer’s
research & development costs are called early adopters, and
it is they who Zero and Harley-Davidson and all the other
nascent electric motorcycle manufacturers are aiming for.
They need that money to pay for the work that’s already
been done, so that future models can be offered to the rest
of us at more palatable price tags. And perhaps some of
that money will go towards refining the experience, sanding
down the rough edges and ensuring that those future
products aren’t just notable for their powertrain, but instead
notable for being really great motorcycles.
And if it sounds like I’m disappointed, it’s because I am.
I really wanted to come back from my time with the SR/S
gushing that it was worth the sky-high price, that electric
bikes had finally reached the point when they were good
enough to not only compete with conventionally-powered
motorcycles, but to replace them as well. If you’re a
technology enthusiast with money to burn and can overlook
the many rough edges then there’s plenty to recommend
here. But for everyone else, I have to recommend sticking
with petrol for a couple of years longer.

Nick Tasker
tvam.org
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Sweat the Small Stuff
The following blurb will, at first, appear to be an irrelevance to both Slipstream and you the reader with
an interest in Advanced Motorcycling. Go with it and all will become clear.
I have recently read a book called ‘An Astronaut’s Guide to Life on Earth’ by Chris Hadfield. There’s
a chapter in there titled ‘Sweat the Small Stuff’. He tells the story of how a flight test relating to
instrumentation/navigation went badly wrong and very nearly resulted in a re-run of the test, which
would have looked bad on his record. Since this was the first time he’d ever messed up his instructor
chalked it up to a bad day. As a result of this experience he changed the way he prepared for every
flight, by studying the checklists and navigation procedures over and over again.
Below are some key paragraphs that prompted this submission to Slipstream.
“So when I blew that flight and nearly got a re-ride, I was forced to look inside myself to try to figure out
why I hadn’t been ready. Was I tired? Hungover? Not assertive enough at the controls? Too focused on
the wrong things?
No. The problem was simple: I’d decided I was already a pretty good pilot, good enough that I didn’t
need to fret over every last detail. And it’s true, you don’t need to obsess over details if you’re willing to
roll the dice and accept whatever happens. But if you’re striving for excellence—whether it’s in playing
the guitar or flying a jet—there’s no such thing as over-preparation. It’s your best chance of improving
your odds.
In any field, it’s a plus if you view criticism as potentially helpful advice rather than as a personal attack.
It’s not easy for hyper-competitive people to talk openly about screw-ups that make them look foolish
or incompetent. Management has to create a climate where owning up to mistakes is permissible and
colleagues have to agree, collectively, to cut each other
some slack.
At NASA, where the organizational culture focuses
so explicitly on education, not just achievement, it’s
even easier to frame individual mistakes as teachable
moments rather than career- ending blunders.
And as in any debrief, everyone also wanted to
review what we could have done better—and
to magnify and advertise our errors, so other
astronauts wouldn’t make the same ones. One of
the main purposes of a debrief is to learn every
lesson possible, then fold them back into what we
call Flight Rules so that everyone in the organization
benefits.”

to
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This got me thinking about being an Observer
and the times when things have gone wrong and
what lessons could be learnt from the incident
and whether other Observers could benefit from
my experience. It then occurred to me that the
converse would be beneficial whereby I continue
learn from other riders be they Associates or
Observers.
tvam.org

For Observers, the Training Team has done a good job in this respect, with an Observer training day and
the annual training weekend in Wales, and once this madness over a bad flu bug is finished, I expect
these sessions will restart.
At the time of writing, we are in the second lockdown and we are required to curtail our normal activities
and this includes ‘T-runs’. If you’re new to the club, these are large group ride-outs where everyone
from Associate to National Observer is under scrutiny from everyone else. No ride is a perfect ride and
there’s always someone who will spot something another rider doesn’t, or fails to see the significance of
a potential hazard.
So, when you go for a solo ride and you realise that the imaginary Observer behind you will have
something to say about how you handled that hazard, remember it and talk to your peers about it
later. You, by luck or skill, may have avoided a potential incident, but by talking to others you might help
them avoid the need for evasive action, having enabled them to spot the hazard earlier or by taking an
alternative action to yours. No ride is perfect and we should all be our own worst critic!
There’s an old saying in the aviation world, ‘Learn from others’ mistakes as you won’t live long enough
to make them all yourself’.
With the above in mind and if you are an Observer, there will be a post in the groups.io with another
mission should you choose to accept it!
Finally, as Chris Hadfield alludes, rank/seniority is irrelevant within a learning environment.

Gaz

GNATs Team Leader
A reminder that the AGM will be held virtually on Sunday
17th January 2021 at 10.30am, straight after the virtual		
St Crispin’s.
Please do join in. Not only will we have the usual business
of presenting the Annual Report and Accounts and electing
Officers and members of the Committee, this is also your
chance to have a say in the running of your club.
Slater and Paul Taylor have both indicated that they
JANUARY AGM Andy
are stepping down, so we will need to elect a new Chair
and Treasurer.
REMINDER Person
To help us plan for the virtual AGM, it would really be useful
if you would register an interest. You can use the form here: https://bit.ly/3odgbdz or scan the QR code.
Don’t worry, this doesn’t compel you to attend at this stage but it allows us
to make sure you get an invite to the virtual event.
All the papers for the AGM including the Agenda, draft Annual Report and
Accounts, the minutes of the previous meeting, Nomination forms and full
details of all the Resolutions, will be published on Groups.io on or before 21st
December. Any Special Resolutions proposed by the membership must
be submitted in writing to the Secretary by 3rd January. All completed
Nomination Forms will need to be sent, also to the Secretary, no later than
10th January. If you have any questions about the AGM please email Adrian,
secretary@tvam.org, otherwise looking forward to “seeing you” there
(virtually)!
tvam.org

Scan QR code to
take you to the form
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CHRISTMAS BEGINS HERE

and what would you
ask Santa......?

PRESENT DELIVERY

Help Santa deliver presents through the chimneys (don’t
miss any!) in one journey. No backtracking! Use stairs, and
ladders, but for Santa’s wellbeing, ‘Elf and Safety say he
can’t jump or climb up the walls!
Answer on p31.

SORRY NO TOY RUN - FIND 7 HIDDEN ITEMS
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ARTHUR DAVIDSON GOES TO HEAVEN

Arthur Davidson, of the Harley Davidson Motorcycle Corporation, died and went to Heaven. At the
gates, St. Peter told Arthur, “Since you’ve been such a good man and your motorcycles have changed
the world, your reward is you can hang out with anyone you want in heaven.”
Arthur thought about it for a minute and then said, “I want to hang out with God.” St. Peter took
Arthur to the throne room, and introduced him to God.
Arthur then asked God, “Hey, aren’t you the inventor of woman?” God said, “Oh, yes.” “Well,” said
Arthur, “professional to professional, you have some major design flaws in your invention:
1. There’s too much inconsistency in the front-end suspension
2. It chatters constantly at high speeds
3. Most of the rear ends are too soft and wobble too much
4. The intake is placed way too close to the exhaust, and finally
5. The maintenance costs are outrageous.”
“Hmmm, you may have some good points there,” replied God, “hold on.” God went to His celestial
Super Computer, typed in a few words and waited for the results. The computer printed out a slip of
paper and God read it.
“Well, it may be true that my invention is flawed,” God said to Arthur, “but according to these numbers,
more men are riding my invention than yours.”

STOPPED AND QUESTIONED

A young police officer pulled a biker over for speeding and had the following exchange:
Constable: “May I see your driver’s licence?”
Biker: “I don’t have one. I had it suspended when I got done for drink driving for the 3rd time.”
Constable: “May I see the road tax for this vehicle?”
Biker: “It’s not my bike. I stole it.”
Constable: “The motorcycle is stolen?”
Biker: “That’s right. But come to think of it, I think I saw the
road tax disc under the seat when I was putting my gun in there.”
Constable: “There’s a gun under the seat?”
Biker: “Yes sir. That’s where I put it after I shot and killed the guy who owns
this bike and stuffed his dope in the panniers.”
Constable: “There are drugs in the panniers too?”
Biker: “Yes, sir.”
Hearing this, the Constable immediately called his superior. The biker was quickly surrounded by
armed police, and the Chief Inspector approached the biker to handle the tense situation.
Chief Inspector: “Sir, can I see your licence?”
Biker: “Sure. Here it is.” It was valid.
Chief Inspector: “Whose motorcycle is this?”
Biker: “It’s mine, officer. Here’s the registration.”
Chief Inspector: “Could you slowly remove the seat so I can see if there’s a gun under it?”
Biker: “Yes, sir, but there’s no gun under it.” Sure enough, there was nothing there.
Chief Inspector: “Would you mind opening your panniers? I was told you said there are drugs in them.”
Biker: “No problem.” The panniers were opened; no drugs.
Chief Inspector: “I don’t understand it. The officer who stopped you said you told him you didn’t
have a licence, stole this motorcycle, had a gun under the seat, and that there were drugs in the
panniers.”
Biker: “Yeah, I’ll bet he told you I was speeding, too!”
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JOIN THE CLUB
A little 80 year old lady had always wanted to join a local bikers club. One day she goes up and knocks
on a biker’s door. A big, hairy, bearded biker with tattoos all over his arms answers.
She proclaims, “I want to join your club.” The guy is quite amused, but explains that she needs to meet
certain biker requirements in order to join the club. The biker asks, “Do you have a motorcycle?” The
little old lady replies, “Yep, my bike’s parked over there” and points to a flamed black Harley chopper in
the driveway. The biker asks, “Do you drink?” The little old lady replies, “Yep, drink like a fish. beer mostly,
whisky when I’m shooting pool. I’ll drink everyone in your club under the table.”
The biker is surprised but then asks, “Do you smoke?” The little old lady replies, “Yep, smoke like a
chimney. At least two packs of cigarettes and three joints a day and cigars when I’m drinking whisky
and shooting pool.” The biker is very impressed and asks, “Last question, have you ever been picked up
by the fuzz?” The little old lady thinks for a minute and says, “Nope, but I’ve been swung around by my
nipples a few times!”

DEAR DIARY
Her: Dear diary, I’m worried my husband is cheating on me. Today he came home from work late. He
didn’t say where he was. He didn’t hug me, and he didn’t talk to me. He seemed distracted during
dinner, and when I asked him what’s wrong he said “Nothing”. We went to bed and made love and he
didn’t seem like himself. I’m scared.
His: Dear diary, my damn bike wouldn’t start after work today. I pushed it home and spent an hour in
the garage with it, and I can’t figure it out. I don’t want to have to take the car to work tomorrow. But, I
did get laid tonight.

CHRISTMAS GROANERS (family friendly!)
What does Santa suffer from if he gets stuck in
a chimney?
Claustrophobia!
Why does Santa have three gardens?
So he can “ho ho ho!”

What says “Oh Oh Oh?”
Santa walking backwards!
Who is Santa’s favourite singer?
Elf-is Presley!
What do you call Santa’s little helpers?
Subordinate clauses!

Why did Santa’s helper see the doctor?
Because he had a low ‘elf’ esteem!

What do Santa’s little helpers learn at school?
The elf-abet!

What kind of motorbike does Santa ride?
A Holly Davidson!
What’s worse than Rudolph with a runny nose?
Frosty the snowman with a hot flush!
What did the sea say to Santa?
Nothing! It just waved!

How does Good King Wenceslas like his pizzas?
Deep pan, crisp and even!
Why don’t penguins fly?
Because they’re not tall enough to be pilots!
Who hides in the bakery at Christmas?
A mince spy!

What does Santa do with fat elves?
He sends them to an Elf Farm!

How do sheep in Mexico say Merry Christmas?
Fleece Navidad!

Did Rudolph go to school?
No. He was Elf-taught!
What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck?
A Christmas Quacker!
Who delivers Christmas presents to baby sharks?
Santa Jaws

What did the beaver say to the Christmas Tree?
Nice gnawing you!
What do snowmen wear on their heads?
Ice caps!

tvam.org
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APPS

FUN
FOR YOUR FAMILY
TABLETS & PHONES THIS CHRISTMAS
IOS & Android - Free
NORAD Tracks Santa
NORAD has been tracking Santa’s movements every year since
1955, when a clever shopping centre employee accidentally gave
out their phone number and told kids it was Santa’s personal
line. The app features a countdown to the time NORAD will begin
tracking Santa’s flight, which you can follow from the app. Great if
you have kids, or if you and your friends fancy being creative and
want to devise a new game.
IOS - Free
Naughty or Nice Scanner
Finger reader will deliver the truth!

IOS & Android - Free
In-App Purchases
ElfYourself
Turn yourself, your friends and your
family into elves and sing and dance
through the Christmas holidays.

IOS
Scout Elf Ideas
Receive new daily photos from the
North Pole. Prepare your home for that
annual influx that is Elf on the Shelf,
loved by the kids - ideas to get the
creative juices flowing.

https://santatracker.google.com
Google Santa Tracker
Head online to visit Google’s competition for
the NORAD tracker. Lots to do here - puzzles, get
coding to produce some dance moves - get your
elf band together and countless other activities
for the kids (and adults) - all free!

IOS - Free
In-App Purchases
Christmas Piano
An easy way to play
holiday songs on the
piano as you can’t sing
them! All your favourite
carols. Simple to play.
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THE TRUTH OF
THE MATTER
According to the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game,
while in the summer both male
and female reindeer grow antlers
each year, male reindeer drop
their antlers at the beginning of
winter, usually late November to
mid-December.
Female reindeer retain their
antlers till after they give birth in
the spring. Therefore, according
to EVERY historical rendition
depicting Santa’s reindeer, EVERY
single one of them, from Rudolph
to Blitzen, had to be a girl!

TURKEY TALE
It was Christmas Eve at ASDA
meat counter and a woman was
anxiously picking over the last few
remaining turkeys in the hope of
finding a large one.
In desperation she called over a
shop assistant and said, “Excuse
me. Do these turkeys get any
bigger?”
“No”, Madam, he replied, “they’re
all dead.”

DO YOU KNOW YOUR HIGHWAY CODE?
EXPANDED QUIZZES NOW AVAILABLE ON TVAM.ORG

Oil your chain, not your back wheel!
www.chainmate.co.uk
gary@chainmate.co.uk
tvam.org
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CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD
devised by Kathy Drogemuller
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

10

9
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15
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17
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20

ACROSS:
3. Grip this lever tightly? (6)
6. Smart piles turn into TVAM magazine (10)
8. British GP venue (11)
10. Middle (6)
13. Acquire, points on your licence for example (5)
14. (& 15 down) A means of stopping (9 & 6)
16. Abbr. TVAM course that will send you round the
bend. (3)
17. Corrosion (4)
19. Head south with a 3-wheeled vehicle to start up a
conversation perhaps? (6)
20. Do you have a particular bias for these tyres? (7)
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DOWN:
1. I gasp, turn around and it’s the IAM riding system (5)
2. Peeping Tom? Chiefly Mr Brownlee (8)
3. Bend (6)
4. 5th for example, not much use at low speed (4, 4)
5. Taking a back seat (7)
7. Formally, what we ride (10)
9. Our recently deceased president sounded like a
top bloke (8)
11. Is this vehicle part in need of a rest? (7)
12. Whether you pass or not is up to this person (8)
15. See 14 across (9 & 6)
18. Three parts lubricant make this work (4)

tvam.org

Custom paintwork
Classic restoration paintwork
General repair and paintwork

Mike’s Valeting Services
Full ACF-50 Protection Valet
Bespoke Valet

01189 574577
email: mike748@ymail.com
tvam.org
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Not riding this
winter?
Tips on laying
up your bike
Lockdown Layups have been a feature of 2020,
particularly as these have been during good
biking weather, so frustrating for the rider but not
particularly stressful on the bike, provided you had
some form of cover to keep out the odd rain shower.
However, with winter now here quite a few will be
thinking about laying up their bike and sticking to a
log burner and beers or mulled wine for the next few
months. This may be good for the rider, but not the
bike. Simply wheeling it into the garage, throwing a
cover over it after the last autumn ride and expecting
it to spring into shiny, bubbling, playful life next April may be a bit optimistic. Here are a few tips on how
to make hibernation for your bike stress-free.
Give it a good wash
Remove all the road dirt that gets into those nooks and crevasses over the summer. Consider using
a cleaner like Muc-Off or other nano technology dirt remover to get the dirt off those complicated
castings and suspension pieces you can see but fingers can’t easily reach. Rinse off well and thoroughly
dry it. If it’s a nice dry day, consider a short ride to dry off the brakes and any water around the engine
and under the tank etc. Then apply a good quality polish, not just to the tank and fairings but also the
frame and any other bits you can reach.
Now for the Chain
Those with shaft drive can skip this item. Chain drive is still an efficient transmission technology (how
many GP bikes have shaft drive?) but it needs looking after. Firstly, ensure it’s nice and clean. Then if
possible, on return from your short run having cleaned the bike and whilst the chain is still warm, give
it a good wax/lubrication. The warmth helps the fluid/wax flow into the ‘O’-Ring parts, displacing any
residual water.
Engine Oil
When was the engine oil last changed? Was it last spring, ready for the new season? If so, it’s probably
collected a concoction of contaminates by now which are quite corrosive. These can destroy rubber
seals and attack precision metal surfaces in the engine as they sit there all winter. Consider changing
the oil and filter for fresh, which means you have also got one less job to do next spring.
Brakes
Disc brake calipers have little pistons inside that hardly move at all. Even when you apply the brakes
hard, they only move about 1mm. The rear is exposed to the worse of all weathers, being at the back
of the swinging arm covered in dust and spray whenever it rains, so the chances of it corroding during a
winter lay-up is quite high.
Give them a good clean with specialist brake cleaner. This is cheap stuff if bought from somewhere like
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Screwfix (£3.49 for a 600ml aerosol can) and get all the brake dust and rubbish out from behind the disc
pads. If you are really up for it, remove the pads, possibly by taking the calipers off, and get in behind.
Give all the parts a good clean, removing any stubborn dirt with a toothbrush. Don’t use a wire brush
as you could damage the rubber seals. Gently squeeze the brake lever so the pistons move out from the
end of the rubber seals a little and clean them off. Don’t press too hard, as you don’t want the pistons
to come out completely. When clean press them back into the caliper.
Clean the pins that hold the pads in place, and smear a little copper grease over them so the pads can
move freely. Re-assemble and torque the bolts holding the caliper back in place. Remember to apply the
brake lever to move the pistons and pads back into place when finished or you could have a big surprise
on that first ride in the spring.…
Fuel
You’ll hear conflicting arguments from ‘drain the tank and fuel system for winter’ to ‘fill up the tank and
add a fuel stabilizer’. Filling the tank prevents corrosion of the inside of the tank over the winter due
to condensation. However many bikes now have non-metal tanks or are treated to prevent rust, so this
may no longer be an issue. However, if your bike has carburetors, (those complicated things near the
cylinder head intake) you probably at least want to shut off the fuel and then drain the float chambers
down. There’s usually a big brass screw on the side at the bottom of the float chamber to do this. This
prevents the fuel evaporating, leaving a sticky mess behind that promptly blocks jets and float valves
when you try starting it up next time.
Tyres
This is much simpler. Basically, if you have to store your bike on a side-stand the tyres will develop flat
spots at the bottom over time. If you don’t want a ‘threepenny bit’ riding experience next year (or 50p
for the younger members) make sure the pressures are at the highest recommended for your bike then
rotate them a little each month whilst still checking the pressure hasn’t gone down.
Battery
Probably the most obvious cause of deterioration over a long lay-up is that the bike won’t start when
you get it out. Buy a battery conditioner and keep the battery on trickle charge. You can buy solar
panels from Halfords if your shed/garage doesn’t have mains power or take the battery off and store it
inside over winter. The important thing is to keep it charged, as batteries can be damaged irretrievably
if left discharged for long periods.
Corrosion Protectors
Now is the time to consider investing in a purpose made corrosion protector and spraying it all over.
The market is now full of different options from ones you apply multiple times, particularly if you are

tvam.org
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continuing to ride through the winter, to one-off treatments. The original WD-40 is probably not the
market leader any more, though most people have a tin somewhere in the garage so it’s a cheap
option. Scottoiler FS 365, ACF-50, XCP Rust Blocker, are but a few. Bennetts.com have a great in-depth
review of all of these, plus a few more. .
Finally
Choose your storage location. The ideal one of course is in the lounge next to the TV but that might be
a difficult ask of your partner.
Most of us have to settle for a well-ventilated garage or shed. Use a cover if possible but never use
plastic; it traps moisture causing corrosion and can scratch paintwork. A purpose-made bike cover can
be a great investment or simply use an old sheet.
Then come spring 2021, freshly jabbed with a covid vaccination, you can set off on those riding
adventures that makes us passionate about what we do, in the knowledge your bike is smiling too.

Andy Slater

SAM’s New Year Ride
In these shortest days of the year, it is nice to look ahead to
next year’s rides – in the hope that they will be more ‘normal’.
On New Year´s Day 2020, when everything was still old normal,
SAM set off with a small group of riders, or a big group in
today’s climate, as we were 8! We met up at Jenner’s Riverside
Café in Maidenhead and headed north. The ride was relaxed
and safe, staying on main roads to avoid any issues associated
with the time of year.
After about an hour and half we reached our destination, the
Cod & Waffle, in Leighton Buzzard. Its menu is a bit different as
most of their food is served on a nice big waffle. It may sound
a bit dubious, but what I have tasted is well worth it and the
group was very happy with what was served. After having our
meal, we headed back to Jenner’s where refreshed and with
the cobwebs blown off after the Christmas festivities, we said
our farewells.
It was in October this year that I was first asked by someone
attending one of our mini-group rides, if we were repeating the
ride next New Year’s Day and to please reserve a spot for them.
So, it was quickly decided that this would need to be on our
agenda, restrictions and weather permitting.
When this is written we are still planning the ride. In addition to
the normal considerations like weather and rest stops we also
need to think of travel restrictions and group size. Maybe we
will end up going for a nice bimble around the area, but ride we
will! Once planning is finished, it will be put on SAM’s Groups.io
page, like all our rides, along with the registration form.
Merry Christmas everyone and a Happy New Year!

Bjorg Arnadottir
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TVAM Calendar

SOCIAL RIDES, T-RUNS, TRACK DAYS AND OTHER EVENTS IN 2020/2021

COVID-19 NOTICE REGARDING RUNS AND TRIPS
WE CONTINUE FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE WITH NO CLUB MEETS. KEEP IN
TOUCH WITH YOUR LOCAL TEAMS AND CHECK GROUPS.IO FOR LATEST NEWS.

DECEMBER 2020
SUNDAY

20

ST CRISPIN’S SUNDAY - ONLINE ZOOM MEET
See Slipstream or message in the allmembers/groups.io for full details

JANUARY 2021
ST CRISPIN’S SUNDAY - ONLINE ZOOM MEET
See Slipstream or message in the allmembers/groups.io for full details
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - MICROSOFT TEAMS MEETING
You will need to pre-register for this (sorry no pre-meeting food!)

TROUBLE AT THE POLE
One Christmas, a long time ago, Santa Claus was getting ready for his annual trip; but there were problems
...... everywhere. Four of his elves were away sick and the trainee elves did not produce the toys as fast as
the regular ones. So, Santa was beginning to feel the pressure of being behind schedule.
Then, Mrs. Claus popped in to tell Santa that her mother was coming to stay for Christmas, which stressed
him even more.
When he went to harness the reindeer, he found that three of them were about to give birth and two had
jumped the fence and run away, heaven knows where to. Then, when he began to load the sleigh one of
the boards broke and several large toy-bags fell to the ground, scattering their contents all over the place.
Needless to say, Santa was not in the best of moods.
Suddenly, the doorbell rang and he went to the door expecting another
problem. But when he opened it, there was a little angel with a great
big Christmas tree that she had brought especially to cheer him up.
The angel greeted him very cheerfully, “Merry Christmas
Santa Claus. Isn’t it just a wonderful day? I have a
beautiful tree for you. See, isn’t it just the loveliest
Christmas tree you’ve ever seen? Where would you
like me to put it?”
Thus began the tradition of the little angel on top
of the Christmas tree!

ANSWERS for Crossword on page 24
Across: 3. CLUTCH 6. SLIPSTREAM 8. SILVERSTONE 10. CENTRE 13. INCUR 14. HYDRAULIC 16.LLR 17. RUST 19.
STRIKE 20. RADIALS. Down: 1. IPSGA 2. OBSERVER 3. CORNER 4. HIGH GEAR 5. PILLION 7. MOTORCYCLE
9. STIRLING 11. EXHAUST 12. EXAMINER 15. BRAKES 18. TOIL
tvam.org
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At Mackenzie Hodgson we specialise exclusively in
motorcycle insurance, and pride ourself on helping
riders find the right cover at a competitive price.
OUR POLICIES INCLUDE:
• UK & European Breakdown - including Homestart
• Up to £100,000 Motor Legal Expenses cover,
in the event of an accident which is not your fault

PLUS

UP TO 10% DISCOUNT FOR IAM MEMBERS

Insurance by bikers, for bikers

Call us on 0333 999 3033
www.mackenziehodgson.co.uk

As with all insurances Terms and Conditionss apply. Mackenzie Hodgson is a trading name of Atlanta1 Insurance Services Ltd,
Registered in England No. 3642372. Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under firm reference 308213.
All policies are arranged and administered on behalf of Mackenzie Hodgson by Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd. Carole Nash
Insurance Consultants Ltd are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under firm reference 307243.
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THE FINAL GROANERS
more of those cringeworthy
Christmas cracker types!

What do you get if you eat Christmas decorations?
Tinsilitis!
What is the worst disease that you get at Christmas?
Excemas!
What’s the most popular Christmas wine?
“I don’t like Brussels sprouts!”
Why do ghosts live in the fridge?
Because it’s cool!
What happened to the man who stole an
Advent Calendar?
He got 25 days!
How do snowmen get around?
They ride an icicle
Why are Christmas Trees like bad knitters?
They keep losing their needles!
What do crackers, fruitcake and nuts remind me of?
You!
ANSWERS to puzzles on pages 18

What do you get if you cross a bell with a skunk?
Jingle Smells!

1. Mrs. Claus 2. A grumpy Santa 3. A snowman
4. A bell 5. A polar bear 6. An elf 7. An apple

What’s the best thing to put into a Christmas Cake?
Your teeth!

What is the best Xmas present in the world?
A broken drum, you just can’t beat it!
Where would you find chilli beans?
At the north pole!
What do you get when you cross a snowman
with a vampire?
Frostbite!
What do sheep say at Christmas?
Wool-tide Bleatings! or A Merry Christmas to Ewe!
What do you call a bunch of chess players
bragging about their games in a hotel lobby?
Chess nuts boasting in an open foyer!
What’s the cheapest thing on a BMW Motorcycle?
The rider.
How can you tell that a BMW rider and his
passenger are having an affair?
Their jackets don’t match yet!
What did Santa say to the smoker?
Please don’t smoke, it’s bad for my elf!
tvam.org
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CLUB MEET

- During lockdown there is no monthly meeting

Monthly meetings are held at 9am on the 3rd Sunday of each month at St. Crispin’s School, London Road,
Wokingham, RG40 1SS. Observed rides for Associates and first time attendees, social runs for Full Members.
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St. Crispin’s School
Thames Vale Advanced Motorcyclists

meet at St. Crispin’s School, London Road, Wokingham, RG40 1SS
every 3rd Sunday of the month at 9am

LOCAL TEAM MEETS - Many have gone online during this period - contact your local team
Basingstoke (BAR)
When:		 First Monday of the month
Where:		 Jekyll & Hyde, Hartley Wespall, Turgis Green,
		 RG27 0AX
Time:		7.30pm

Slough (SAM)
When:		 First Saturday of the month
Where:		 Jenners Riverside Café, Ray Mead Road,
		 Maidenhead, SL6 8NP
Time:		 9am - Contact slough@tvam.org

Camberley (CLAMs)
When:		 1st Tuesday of the month, every other month
Where:		The Bee, School Road, Bagshot,
		 Windlesham, GU20 6PD
Time:		 8pm (Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec)

Wantage & Newbury (WAGs)
When:		 Second Wednesday of the month
Where:		 Ye Olde Red Lion, Green Lane, Chieveley,
		 Berkshire, RG20 8XB
Time:		7.30pm

Great Northern (GNATs)
Meet 1:		 Saturday before St. Crispin’s - check with
wycombe@tvam.org for location
Meet 2:		 After each St. Crispin’s for coffee at The Farm
Café, Ashridge Manor Garden Centre, Forest
Road, Wokingham, RG40 5QY.
Meet 3: Rideout first Sunday of the month.

Wokingham & Bracknell (WOBMOB)
When:		 3rd Tuesday of the month
Where:		 Binfield Social Club, Binfield, West Berkshire,
		 RG42 4HP
Time:		8pm

Reading (RAMs)
When: 		 First Tuesday of the month
Where: 		 Fox and Hounds, Theale, RG7 4BE
Time:		8pm
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Green Team (Full Members)
Meet 1:		 Last weekend of the month - see Slipstream
		 or web calendar for social run information.
Meet 2: 		 Wednesday following St Crispin’s at
		 The Crown, The Street, Swallowfield, RG7 1QY
		 at 7.30pm - Contact greenteam@tvam.org
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OBSERVER RELATED CONTACTS
Aardvarks
Simon Whatley
Allocations
Peter Browne
Assessments
Andy Wedge
Bike to bike radios
Chris Brownlee
Cross Checks
Simon Whatley
Cross Check link		
Observer Health Checks
Andy Wedge
Observer Interest
Andy Wedge
Observer Training
Chris Brownlee
Run Reports
Chris Brownlee
Test Passes
Peter Browne
Trainee Observer Coordinator
Hev Smith
Observer Forum (mailing list):
Observer Group

aardvarks@tvam.org
allocations@tvam.org
assessments@tvam.org
bike2bike@tvam.org
crosschecks@tvam.org
www.tvam.org/cross-check-request
observerhealthchecks@tvam.org
observerinterest@tvam.org
observertraining@tvam.org
runreports@tvam.org
testpasses@tvam.org
tobcoordinator@tvam.org

https://tvam.groups.io/g/observers

LOCAL TEAM CONTACTS
TEAM LEADERS (teamleaders@tvam.org): Quarterly meetings - Tuesday 26th January 8pm on Zoom		
Held in Binfield
Basingstoke (BAR)
Steve Dobson and Dennis Lutley
basingstoke@tvam.org
Camberley (CLAMs)
James Bates and Doug Brown
camberley@tvam.org
Great Northern (GNATs)
Gary Jackson
wycombe@tvam.org
Reading (RAMs)
Vanessa Turner , Andy Boudier
reading@tvam.org
Slough (SAM)
Ally McCulloch
slough@tvam.org
Wantage & Newbury (WAGs)
Keith Miller
wantage@tvam.org
Wokingham & Bracknell (WOBMOB)
Andy MacWalter, Ian Gaitley
wokingham@tvam.org
SOCIAL CONTACTS (socialleaders@tvam.org):
Basingstoke (BAR)
Mark Spittles
Camberley (CLAMs)
Caroline Harvey
Great Northern (GNATs)
Gary Jackson
Reading (RAMs)
Vanessa Turner, Andy Boudier
Slough (SAM)
Ally McCulloch
Wantage & Newbury (WAGs)
Keith Miller, Mimi Carter Jonas
Wokingham (WOBMOB)
Andy MacWalter and Ian Gaitley

basingstoke.social@tvam.org
camberley.social@tvam.org
wycombe.social@tvam.org
reading.social@tvam.org
slough.social@tvam.org
wantage.social@tvam.org
wokingham.social@tvam.org
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Slipstream editor and designer: Salli G - slipstream@tvam.org
Editorial team: Kathy Drogemuller, Nick Tasker, Robin Hennem and Paul Harris
Copy deadline: 3rd week of the month. To ensure your article or information is included
please inform the Editor to book space - slipstream@tvam at the earliest opportunity,
issues are planned well in advance of print date which is generally the first Friday of the month.
Advertisement sales: advertising@tvam.org
TVAM enquiries: 0118 402 4800 TVAM Website: www.tvam.org
© 2020 Thames Vale Advanced Motorcyclists. The views expressed are not always those of TVAM or the IAM.
The editorial team reserve the right to edit submissions. Slipstream is published by Thames Vale Advanced Motorcyclists.
No part of this publication may be reproduced or used in any manner without the express written permission of the publisher.
TVAM is a charitable company limited by guarantee and is a group within the IAM.
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TVAM CLUB CONTACTS
President:
(Position under review)

Honorary Vice Presidents:
Nigel Fowler 1996, Richard Tickner 2005, Nigel Taylor 2010, Charon Willis 2016

Committee (committee@tvam.groups.io): Who are they? Photos on groups.io
Chairman
Andy Slater 		
Chief Observer
Chris Brownlee		
Secretary
Adrian Ellison 		
Treasurer
Paul Taylor
Membership Secretary
Dave Simmons
0118 402 4800
Slipstream Editor
Salli Griffith
Events & Promotions
Phil Donovan		
Green Team Leader
Alan Hudson		

chairman@tvam.org
chiefobserver@tvam.org
secretary@tvam.org
treasurer@tvam.org
membership@tvam.org
slipstream@tvam.org
events@tvam.org
fullmembers@tvam.org

Committee Meetings: These are held at James House, Mere Park, Dedmere Road, Marlow, SL7 1FJ
Next Meetings: (M - Marlow / Internet), 12th January 2021 (I), 9th February 2021 (I) - all meetings normally on second
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm and for the present all are Internet meetings. If a member wishes to attend they
should contact Adrian Ellison - secretary@tvam.org before the meeting date.
Special Roles:
Advertising
Advanced Bike Control
Bike Maintenance
Bike Craft
Café and Stopover Database
Advanced Plus (previously EAR)
Events Diary (non-run events)
Girl Torque
Groups.io Support
Incident Reporting
Leaflet Supply
Look Lean Roll
Merchandise
Midweek Runs
Offroad Riding
Pillion Rider Course
Red Zone
RideOn
Run Leader & Back Marker Course
Social Run Co-ordinators
St Crispin’s Sunday Runs
Tea & Coffee Bar at St Crispin’s
Toy Run
Track Skills Days (Training)
Webmaster

Salli Griffith
advertising@tvam.org
Chris Caswell		 advancedbikecontrol@tvam.org or abc@tvam.org
Phil Ryan		
bikemaintenance@tvam.org
Di Woodcock		
bikecraft@tvam.org
Chris Brownlee		
cafedatabase@tvam.org
Mike Walden		
advancedplus@tvam.org
Phil Donovan		
eventsdiary@tvam.org
Alie Ball, Salli Griffith		
girltorque@tvam.org
Andy Wedge, Chris Brownlee
groups.io@tvam.org
Training Team		
incident@tvam.org
Phil Donovan
leaflets@tvam.org
Karen Joy
		
llr@tvam.org
(to order items away from St Crispin’s)
merchandise@tvam.org
Ken Jeddere-Fisher		
midweekruns@tvam.org
Clive Marsden		
offroad@tvam.org
Alan Hudson		
prc@tvam.org
Mel Hakhnazarian		
redzone@tvam.org
Training Team		
trainingteam@tvam.org
Issy Griffiths		
runleaderbackmarker@tvam.org
Salli Griffith /Phil Donovan
socialruns@tvam.org
Alan Mossman
sundaysocialruns@tvam.org
Roger and Marianne Lindsay
coffeebar@tvam.org
Steve Harris
(volunteers for Dec Toy Run)
toyrun@tvam.org
Dave Hepworth		
circuitskills@tvam.org
Steve Dennis
webmaster@tvam.org

Website:
TVAM Website
www.tvam.org
The website gives you access to the web shop for booking courses, trips, training and track days.
TVAM Groups.io
Groups.io is the system used by TVAM to share details of news, events and much more.
https://groups.io/groups
You will automatically be added to the system when you join TVAM so you can get
involved in the conversations with other members. There are local team and special interest
groups available for you to join also. Get involved and find out what’s happening.
Correspondence Address & Telephone: 23 Comet Way, Woodley, Reading RG5 4NZ

0118 402 4800

Registered Office:
Thames Vale Advanced Motorcyclists is a charitable company limited by guarantee, and is a group within the IAM. c/o
Durrants Accountants, 24 Wellington Business Park, Dukes Ride, Crowthorne, Berkshire, RG45 6LS. Registration Number:
03556042. Charity Number 1069767.
34 Slipstream December 2020

tvam.org

tvam.org

Slipstream December 2020 35

DKJ-Construction Ltd
Construction to the highest standard

Contact
Drew Holdaway
07860 382224
dkj_construction@yahoo.com
36 Slipstream December 2020

tvam.org

