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• 4 year guarantee
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First annual service done on my Triumph Trident with 
just over 5,600 miles on the clock, so not too bad 
with no foreign trips in the last 12 months. Let's see 
what can be done over the next year with a lot of day 
rides over the rest of this summer, a trip to France in 
September followed by Welsh Wanders on the 
horizon. And I'm just loving the bike.

I've given our Legal Eagle a month off while he enjoys 
some time away but he will be back in the August 
issue. If you have any legal questions, bike related, 
please ask Gavin - gavin@whitedalton.co.uk.

A few stories from our members on trips to the Isle 
of Wight and Scotland and we hear how Jez fared on 
his first off road venture with Moto Junkies. Steve 
Selby has a day out on the road with Rapid to assess 
his riding standard with an Aardvark. Our Observers 
undertake this riding check every couple of years.

A crowd of TVAM ladies are off to Hinckley on the 
24th of this month to help break the world record for 
the largest number of female bikers. Ladies if you 
weren't aware of this and want to join us see the 
posts on GirlTorque in groups.io.

I have a couple of items on hand for the August issue 
but, as always, I'm looking for more content.   
Get writing and send your offerings to   
slipstream@tvam.org

Slipstream Editor
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ROLL OF
HONOUR

Andy Collins                              
Cedric De Jong                            
Richard Howard                            
Stuart Hoxley                             
Sivakumar Muthusami                       
Martin Robinson                           
Will Rouse                                
Carole Sessions                           

Liam Smith                                
Robin van Tulder                          
Alexandra Wooding               
Reginald Yeomans

LATEST TEST PASSES
Candidate Observer
Richard Baker Christopher Davey
Christopher Bethell Nick Vale with a F1RST Pass
Nick Evans David Robinson with a F1RST Pass
Bian Tierney Alan Heighway with a F1RST Pass
Sam Gray Cliff Rose with a F1RST Pass

LOCAL OBSERVER
VALIDATION
Crispin Walker

NEW RUN LEADERS

Mick O'Neil
Alan Ward

 

NEW MEMBERS IN JUNE

Celebrating test passes and a new Local Observer in June
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FROM THE SADDLE
I’m writing this just prior to the Observer Weekend where, as well as riding some great 
roads in Wales, we’re going to discuss Associate training, giving feedback and updates 
to the National Observer validation route.

It’s not often I get to make an announcement in this column of this magnitude, but I’m 
very pleased to be able to announce that we will, after a significant break, be resuming 
our flagship Look, Lean, Roll course.

We were using the DVSA Motorcycle Manoeuvring Areas (MMAs) for LLR, but access 
to the MMAs stopped with Covid-19 restrictions and now that the restrictions have 
been lifted the MMAs are so busy with tests that we are unable to get access. 
Limitations on numbers that could be on an MMA at any time meant that courses were 
smaller, and we had to run with two different venues to cater for demand. It is likely, 
even if we were to get access to the MMAs, that they would also now be too expensive 
to make the courses worthwhile.

We have, therefore, for some time been searching for a new venue and we’re very 
pleased that RAF Benson is allowing us access to the helicopter landing area for Look, 
Lean, Roll.

We still have some issues to iron out, and we have to ‘construct’ the course to fit the new 
venue, but it is hoped that the new courses will be available later in the summer; keep an 
eye out on Groups.io for the announcement and how to book a course.

The size of the new venue means that we’ll only need to run one course per month. This 
means that we only need one LLR team, so we will, therefore, merge the two current 
teams into one. We’d like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to Mel Hakhnazarian for setting up 
the extra LLR team and running the LLR courses at Greenham.

Many of you will be aware of Rapid Training, who offer advanced riding skills and also 
carry out our Observer riding skills checks every two years. Rapid Training has put 
significant effort into developing its courses over the past couple of years and we’re keen 
to develop our relationship with them.  

We’re very pleased to be able to announce, therefore, that Rapid Training is offering a 
significant discount on its courses to TVAM members. As well as a 10% discount there 
are deeper discounts on their flagship courses such as Bikemaster and Roadmaster.  
Hopefully by the time this goes to print you’ll have seen the 
discount codes etc. on Groups.io.  

We’re very grateful to Rapid Training for these discounts and we 
hope that TVAM members will take advantage of the fantastic 
training and trips that Rapid Training offer.

So a great month from a training perspective, with training 
updates for Associates, Full Members and Observers.
Chris Brownlee
Chief Observer
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IAM MOTORCYCLE ROADSMART SKILLS DAYS 2022

WHAT'S HAPPENING... SOME EVENTS TO NOTE

August
 • Monday 8th August – Blyton Park 
September
 • Tuesday 6th September – Thruxton 
 • Tuesday 20th September – Mallory Park 
 • Monday 26th September – Thruxton 

For more information visit https://www.iamroadsmart.com/events/skills-days
To book a place call 0300 303 1134.

17 July 2022

Classic & Performance MotorShow. A new 
venue and show for 2022, Great British 
Motor Shows brings the best of classic, 
modified and performance cars and 
motorbikes to the stunning historic house 
and gardens., Wentworth Woodhouse, 
Rotherham, S Yorks S62 7TQ. 
www.greatbritishmotorshows.com

31 July 2022

Summer Classic Bike Show & Bikejumble. 
A must for all Classic motorcycle 
enthusiasts. The indoor Show features 
Special Guests, Club stands, private 
exhibitors., Ardingly, West Sussex, RH17 
6TL.       
www.elkpromotions.co.uk

15-17 July 2022

World Superbike Championship - Round 5. 
With three races per round, the action is 
spread over two days. WSBK, WSSP and 
WSSP300, Donington Park, Derby, DE74 
2RP.       
www.worldsbk.com

22-24 July 2022

Bennetts British Superbike Championship 
- Round 5. The most biggest and best 
national Championship in the world, 
sponsored by Bennetts., Brands Hatch, 
Kent, DA3 8NG.     
www.britishsuperbike.com

24th July 2022

The World's Largest Female Biker Meet. 
Be a part of history as MotoAdvisor and 
Triumph Motorcycles attempt to break the 
world record for the World's largest female 
biker meet. Live music, food and drinks, 
trade stand and a raffle will keep you 
entertained through the day. Triumph 
Factory Visitor Experience, Normandy 
Way, Hinckley, Leicestershire, LE10 3BZ 
www.facebook.com/
events/764864767656511

29-31 July 2022

World Superbike Championship - Round 6. 
With three races per round, the action is 
spread over two days. WSBK, WSSP and 
WSSP300, Most, Czech Republic.   
www.worldsbk.com
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In April this year and after much planning, Kimberley and I spent ten fantastic days 
in Scotland, riding some of the most thrilling roads we have ever ridden in the UK. 
A motorbike trip to Scotland is no small undertaking for those of us based in the 
South of England, but the effort was well worth it.

You could say we 'cheated' in a way as, rather than ride the 400 plus mile journey 
to our destination near Crieff in Perthshire, we loaded our bikes onto our two-bike 
trailer, filled the car with all our suitcases, bike gear and our two Dachshunds and 
set off early to avoid as much of the Good Friday traffic as we could. The journey 
was almost all motorway and dual carriageway which we find are the best roads to 
use when towing. The fewer twists and turns the better when you are hauling a 
Ducati Multistrada and a BMW S1000R behind you.

For those considering towing, here is our first top piece of advice. The entries, exits 
and connecting roads at motorway services are often in terrible condition and you 
need to be extra vigilant for potholes, bumps and failed road surfaces here. We 
have towed the bikes for thousands of miles and the only two times we have had a 
ratchet strap bounce out of place is on the exits from services.

The journey took ten hours in total which is gruelling, but we arrived at our rented 
holiday home comfortable, tired but happy to be there and relaxed in the evening sun.

Breathtaking Scotland
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Our reason for choosing to stay near Crieff was so we could ride routes which make 
up the "Crieff Cloverleaf". To explain, a group of bikers have devised a set of 
circular routes which start and finish in the lovely town of Crieff and have shared 
them on their website www.cloverleaf.scot. There are 4 main long routes named 
North, East, South and West ranging from 180 to 240 miles and 4 'little leaves' 
which are all around the 100-mile mark. All the routes are available from their 
website in GPX and Waypoint formats and all start from the easy to find Crieff 
Visitor Centre.

We took it easy for the first 
couple of days as there is plenty 
to do in and around Crieff. The 
major landmarks of The Kelpies 
and the Falkirk Wheel are less 
than an hour away and Dundee, 
with its recently regenerated 
waterfront and historic railway 
bridge is also within easy reach.

On our third day there, we 
decided to take our first ride and 
chose the 'Little Leaf Northwest' 
as our first taste of Scotland's 
roads by bike. Well, all I can say 
really is that from the moment we left the outskirts of Crieff, the roads opened up 
into rolling moorland full of twisty, well maintained, largely traffic free roads. The 
scenery was truly spectacular with dramatic mountains, tranquil lochs, and 
managed woodlands all around. Our first day took us through the confusingly 
Welsh sounding Aberfeldy, through the village of Dull (twinned with Boring in 
Oregon) and on to lunch at Killin.

This first ride out had given us a flavour of what was to come, so our next full ride 
was the 240 mile 'North Leaf'. This route included what we now think of as our new 
favourite road; a section of the A924 between Comrie and Kirkmichael. It really is 
stunning, with far too many twists and turns to count, it was a technical, spirited 
ride of long sweeping curves, rapid elevation changes and tight, almost chicane like 

The Kelpies
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dips and turns. I described parts of it as like doing Look, Lean, Roll in 3D. We 
arrived in the tiny village of Kirkmichael elated and ready for coffee and cake which 
was plentiful at the charming Community Village Shop. The shop is next door to a 
vintage car specialist and we spent a while chatting to the owner and admiring a 
Lagonda which dated back to long before it joined with Aston Martin.

We were only about a quarter of the way round this loop at this point and the route 
continued North to Braemar, Tomintoul (for lunch) and Aviemore. Again, the roads 
were largely empty and utterly breath taking. We'd frequently ride over a crest and 
just say "Wow" over the helmet comms at yet another spectacular view.

Here's another tip. There are a lot of elevation changes and hidden dips on these 
moorland roads so remember the advice that you "must be able to stop in the 
distance you can see on your side of the road". Remember that the obstacle you 
might encounter is just as likely to be a sheep as a Range Rover in these parts. Also, 
for large sections of this route there are Snow Poles on either side of the road which 
are very useful for those crests where it takes a moment to resolve if the road goes 
straight on, left or right after the hump. The top of the snow poles will be your first 
clue and help you set up for the next bend.

Next, we rode the 'West Leaf', which takes in the southern part of the Highlands 
and passes through Glencoe, Oban and Inveraray and includes more beautiful Lochs 
than you can count. It also includes Gleaner Gas Station near the Bridge of Awe. I 
only mention this as it was nearby to where Kimberley got a puncture in her rear 
tyre. Fortunately, we had a repair kit with us and plugged the hole sufficiently to 
get back to the gas station for air. Our repair kit was lacking a blade for cutting the 
excess repair string off and we think it stuck to the road and was ripped out on the 
short journey. With a second string inserted, I popped in to see if I could borrow a 
blade, only to find they had them for sale in the hardware section of the general 
store. Can you imagine finding a petrol station that also sells 3 inch blades in 
Berkshire?

Kimberley's tyre was close to the wear bars anyway by this point, so we called a 
tyre fitter back in Crieff who not only could fit her in the next day, but also had the 

Glencoe view
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specific tyres she wanted in stock and ready to go.

Top tip number three. The roads up in this part of the world are mostly the course 
gravel embedded in tar type that you may have encountered in Wales or the leafier 
parts of TVAM territory. These roads are really abrasive so make sure you have 
plenty of tread and take into account you'll get less mileage than you think out of 
the rubber you have on.

Our last two riding days took in the full 'Little Leaf Northeast' route and on our last 
riding day, a hybrid route where we combined the start of the North loop with the 
Northeast loop in reverse specifically so that we could enjoy the A924 to 
Kirkmichael again. We stopped at the same Community shop again for more cake 
and coffee and a most delicious individual venison meat pie.

In our 10 days there, we were blessed with the most wonderful weather. Mostly 
sunny, not too hot, not too cold, though mornings were on the fresh side. We also 
scheduled our trip to be outside midge season. From what I read, most of the areas 
we rode in were not particularly prone to midges, but we felt it best to be on the 
safe side by going in April.

All in all, the trip to Scotland was well worth the long drive. Knowing what I know 
now, I'd say it could quite comfortably be done by bike all the way too if we'd not 
had the trailer available. All sorts of accommodation is available in the area, from 
swanky hotels to glamping pods. The Crieff Cloverleaf website includes plenty of 
advice on accommodation, places to eat and general information on making the 
best of your trip.

So, if you want to spread your wings further than the Thames Valley but don't want 
to get on a ferry or Eurotunnel, Scotland might be just the place for you.

Dee Scott
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MOTORCYCLE CERAMIC
COATING SERVICES

• Superior exterior protection
• An innovative, clear paint protection
 product designed for paintwork
 and plastics
• Protects against solvents, 
 sunlight, frost, tree sap 
 and exhaust fumes
• Hard wearing
• Saves you time, money
 and elbow grease
• 3 years warranty

www.motorcycleceramics.co.uk
motorcycleceramics@gmail.com
07828 895 366

BPS offers a complete and tailored building design service. Whether you 
require plans to obtain planning permission or a complete project 

co-ordination service, BPS has the expertise to meet your requirements.

Barrie Smith MCIOB 
For all your architectural and 
building design requirements.

01344 309050
barrie@barriepsmith.com

www.barriepsmith.com



13

Isle of Wight Mini Tour

So here I am at stupid o’clock in the morning – couldn’t sleep in following my return 
from the Isle of Wight Mini Tour yesterday. There are all sort of thoughts and 
memories buzzing around in my head so, in true Julie Andrews - Sound of Music 
style (never saw the film and that’s the truth), “Let’s start at the very beginning, a 
very good place to start”.

I passed my test (IAM, or the big “I, am” as my wife calls it) more years ago than I 
like to admit, and spent many years on the committee of MAM (Middlesex AM) as 
Social Sec and Rides Co-ordinator. MAM and I parted company when I moved to 
Bracknell.  I joined TVAM and the local RoSPA group and, following an old cliché 
“You get out what you put in”, I was keen to get to know people in TVAM and make 
a contribution. I also do the odd RoSPA ride sometimes.

It started when a certain antipodean young lady, and arguable the most 
conscientious Back Marker I’ve ever had the pleasure to ride with, came back from 
a TVAM day trip to the Isle of Wight last year. “We have to do that again and 
maybe have an overnight”, and that was it, with the “monkey on back” I decided to 
Go For It.

I managed to get 9 single rooms dirt cheap on Booking.com, advertised the idea on 
WOBMOB groups.io and all of sudden, and almost overnight, I had 20 names on 
the database. I received an email from Chris Brownlee warning me not to get into 
the realms of “Package Tour” so took his advice and contacted the TVAM Travel 
Agent (https://tvam.notjusttravel.com). I then contacted the hotel and the 
manager was more than helpful. He told me to cancel with Booking.com, gave me a 
better room rate and offered to get discount off the ferry crossing (£15 saving per 
ticket). I avoided the Package Tour by asking everyone to pay their own ferry ticket 
and hotel room. We ended up with a total of 19 on the trip.

After several sessions on the PC, pinching roads from a number of TVAM ride-outs, 
the breakfast stop from a RoSPA ride, and Google searching for interesting stuff, I 
cobbled together a cunning plan. Spreadsheet time (I’m famous for them with the 
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Chilton Motorcycle Club – another part of my biking history not mentioned in the 
boring paragraph).

Riders, bikes, emails and ICE contacts captured, rooms allocated and breakfast/
dinner orders accounted for, (Red and Green Yes/No conditional formatted check 
columns – I mention this for the spreadsheet nerds) I proceeded to inundate the 
unfortunate attendees with emails, email revisions, requests for menu selections, 
MRA invitations, Basecamp .gpx files and, and - Stop! Too much!

We had a great mix of NObs, LObs, TObs, Full Members, Associates and three who 
hadn’t been on a group ride before and one old friend and member of the Solent 
Group. It all went well. 

The light rain and 2,000 cyclists on Sunday didn’t spoil anything. I could have done 
without the double decker bus on one of the nicest progressive roads across the 
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Oil your chain, not your back wheel!
www.chainmate.co.uk
gary@chainmate.co.uk

As featured in RIDE and MCN

island. I could have overtaken on a couple of occasions but you have to consider the 
18 others behind and the likelihood of a “cluster-f…” (as my son used to say) at the 
next junction whilst waiting for the rest of the group to catch up.

We had a couple of interesting moments, nothing dangerous, but I can’t go into 
detail - What happens on tour, stays on tour. 

I’ve always maintained that motorcycling is a solitary experience (unless you are 
grouped-up with state-of-the-art intercoms). You have to concentrate on what 
you’re doing and don’t have time for much else. It’s stopping that makes it all come 
to life. 

120 colourful cyclists riding off the Chain Bridge at East Cowes was a sight to 
behold. I was a little bit disappointed they didn’t knock each other over and fall into 
a big heap; it came close.

The chat on the petrol station forecourt when you realise that there are two others 
in the group that have worked in the same environment as you for years and know 
many of your old work colleagues (it’s like LinkedIn for real).  

Then the Australian Scotsman who has similar tastes in music and whose wife 
attends the same art class as your wife. 

The comment from a NOb “that wasn’t an A ride, that was MotoGP,” as we stopped 
with big smiles after the TT - Military Road circuit. Riding is only 50% at most. I 
was very happy with the outcome and asked everyone to send me their memory in 
a few words.

I won’t bore you with all the comments but here’s a few to make you smile:
 • By the time we got to a fab and much-wanted full breakfast the group was  
  running really smoothly.
 • Why not call this 3Ws? Wight, tour of the island: Wisteria, we saw a lot of  
  this on our way round: Wild garlic, we could smell this as we rode through the  
  IoW countryside 
 • Around the proposed TT course three times which got better each time we did  
  the circuit, fantastic!!
 • So let’s talk about fuel! Most bikes are OK with E10 but we had to find   
  another station that had E5 for the 750 Honda, but one BMW owner thought  
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  his bike would run smoother on diesel. It was sorted and he made it to the  
  ferry on time.
 • A great ride back home which included a tour of Basingstoke and the Town  
  Centre (sorry, my mistake) and all the roundabouts. Thanks, Neil, for holding  
  us all together and for our Back Marker, Allie, who rounded us all up
 • Planning, preparation and execution couldn’t be faulted! 
 • It was a great fun ride and a great opportunity for me to meet more TVAM  
  riders.
 • Had a few learning moments.
 • Great routes, great pit stops and great company! 
 • We had an absolute blast and are now sat enjoying a beer digesting just how  
  much we enjoyed it.
 • Many thanks for letting me join the trip. I enjoyed it immensely.
 • Your organisation made everything very easy, the whole group commented  
  how good it had been (I’ll take that!)
 • OH, WHAT A JOY H (a.k.a. Hugo, Allie’s BMW RS1250R) is! I had been so  
  looking forward to getting back to the IoW after the first trip to see the   
  differences.
 • There aren’t enough words to describe the absolute and utter delight H is  
  – and the IoW was just as charming, views are just as stunning, the roads are  
  truly sweet.
 • My lessons learnt? – how to ride a motorcycle… by riding a motorcycle   
  – LOTS!!

Here’s to the next time. Get your names down early I think there’s another monkey 
about to jump on my back. Isle of Wight, Minehead, Sidmouth, Bude – not sure 
which but watch this space.

Neil Woodcock



Sergiu Plamadeala (TVAM MEMBER)  07476 433363  info@sp-construction.co.uk

WHEN IT 
COMES TO 

QUALITY
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Friday 22nd April 07:30

Jez leaves the house (in Woking) trying not to wake his wife. He does not succeed. 
He gets on his heavily-laden bike and pootles down the road, heading for the petrol 
station next to St Crispins to meet with David for the journey to Golgellau 
(pronounce as best you can – heard three separate versions so far!).

We meet up, Jez fills up and we head off. Jez created a route – first stop Oxford 
Services (not on the M40) and we made good time to get our first cup of coffee. 
David had advised Jez that he’d be on a sportsbike and so could the route be less…
gnarly…than his usual preference? Jez (surprisingly!) acted and had planned the 
route with no roads with green in the middle!

Next stop is at Chipping Camden and the Bantam Tea Rooms – excellent place for a 
cuppa and some tea-cake. Proposed lunch was at the Cob House Countryside Park, 
where we met some other TVAMers en route to Llandriddod Wells. We were still 
full from mid-morning and so we had a cup of tea and continued. We next stopped 
at Aardvark Books in Brampton Bryan for lunch. Here we first heard the alternative 
to ‘Dolgellau’. Caused much hilarity!

We continued west, taking the B4355 out of Knighton, following the A489 and 
then the A470 back on to the A489 and over the pass between Mallwyd and 
Dolgellau. In the process we encountered the slowest car-transporter I have ever 
seen – the traffic behind was fun on the bike! 

We arrived at the farm in Dolgellau that was to be our base for the next couple of 
days around 5pm – the last to arrive! We were shown our rooms and bathrooms 
and then where the beer and tea were kept – important items!

We got to know each other: Jez Brown, David Naylor, Danny Wozny, Jon Draper, 
Mark Ward, Mary Hatton, Jess Luscombe and Tony Turner. We were all relatively 

nervous about the 
following day apart 
from Jon – who had 
been away from this 
aspect of motorcycling 
for a while and wanted 
to get back to it.

We are introduced to 
the term ‘Dick of the 
Day’ and encouraged 
the following day to 
keep an eye out for 
when people 

Moto Junkies Beginners Trip 
April 22nd to April 25th 2022
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accidentally do something dumb. Falling off into a puddle etc. The equivalent of the 
Wooden Spoon but without the spoon – just the title.

Saturday 23rd April 09:00

Briefing. Jack is the trail leader. Steph is the sweeper. Pete and Darren are the folk 
keeping the newbies going where necessary. Jack gives a demo of how to stand on 
a bike when on a trail – and all encourage us to learn this skill as a part of the 
weekend. Mention is made of the protocols surrounding trail riding – leave enough 
room between yourself and those in front / be courteous to others / offer assistance 
where you can / don’t be a Dick.

We are told that the bike can move of its own accord beneath you – for those of 
you that have been green-laning or trail riding you’ll know about this. We didn’t 
– and the thought of it made us nervous. We were told how to stay loose on the 
bike – a tense rider will not enjoy the ride. When standing, don’t grip the bars as if 
they are the only thing between you and a grisly demise - stand as if you are going 
to poo into a toilet bowl from 2 feet above the seat – that sort of thing.

We get going. Jez is on a Himalayan and it feels steady on the road, although the 
knobbly tyres make it feel slightly bumpy – lol – as if I needed them to make it 
MORE bumpy! We follow a short route and find ourselves on a rock-strewn path. 
We stop and get our first practical lesson. “Keep the bike moving – sudden throttle 
will make the back wheel skid and make steering difficult – and look where you 
want to go. The bike will do the rest. Power and momentum.” Danny goes first. He 
gets to a lovely slow cruising speed then looks left – unfortunately he is a good five 
metres short of the 90 degree corner we are meant to be taking. Danny has the 
first fall – a contender for the DOTD! The guys get Danny and bike prepped again 
and he makes it around the corner, keeping the revs steady and looking where he 
wants to go. We all follow and make it to the top of the hill, where we are able to 
get a stunning view over Barmouth. 
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The day continues – more rock-strewn paths and then we stop for a while to let some 
4x4 cars crawl away from us. This is also a superb area for us to tackle our first ruts. 
“The bike will go where it wants – BUT you can encourage it to go in the direction 
you want it to” we are told. “When you are in a rut, keep your feet close in OR lift 
them above the rut and paddle your way along if you don’t have the confidence” 
– this is excellent advice, but doesn’t really get into the brain until you’ve tried it…we 
give it a go. There are some offs and Mark decides to try and throw himself across 
the way. Jez tries to help but is in no position to a) stop without dropping the bike b) 
help him get the bike back up! Jez makes certain that Mark is moving and then shouts 
excuses as he rides past…Jez still feel bad about this, Mark. 

Jez’ first gate comes up – we’ve been on relatively flat surfaces, but this is at the 
bottom of a slope and continues down. Jack pushes the gate back with his front 
wheel and leaves Jez to it…Jez tries to put the stand down on a patch of grass out 
of the way. Nope. Not happening. The angle of the slope is too steep and the bike 
will fall…Jez tries to turn the bike around and manages that, but now he’s in the 
way of everyone so hastily moves back to the left hand side and dig the stand into 
the soft soil. Jez jumps off the bike just in time to see Steph glide past me as I 
scramble back up the slope and shut the gate. Success! Now to get back on the bike 
and follow the others…

Next adventure is a downhill gravel (rock) trail. Whoever named this ‘green-laning’ 
seriously needs to update their naming conventions is all that can be said. The 
incline is a gentle slope but strewn – yes – with rocks. Again the advice is “Let the 
bike go where it wants – try not to fight it too much” Jez sets out on his turn – Jez 
is doing well. About half way down Jez experiences a sort of trans-dimensional 
twist as somehow Jez is immediately pointing left, whereas he’d been pointing 
straight down the slope literally a second ago. Jez manages to keep the bike upright 
and slowly potter (best word I can use here!) to the end where the others were 
parked. Jack flies down the incline and skids to a halt, nearly running into Darren’s 
bike and earning the potential DOTD award.

We stop for lunch – LUNCH? – we’ve surely been on the go for days, we feel, but no. 
Around four hours with plenty of water stops to keep us hydrated – feels like a lifetime!
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We head to a petrol station to fill up the bikes 
– and as Jez puts the stand on the Himalayan 
down and gets off I hear a shout as it topples 
over. Jez is hugely embarrassed about this. 
The handle-bar is bent but nothing else 
appears to be damaged. Jez looks at the bike 
once more on its stand in disbelief. Jez has no 
explanation for this. Jack later advises that 
some Himalayans had been recalled since the 
swing arm gets stuck, not letting the 
suspension rise properly. As a consequence 
when I thought that the stand was down and 
all was well, the bike was literally balancing on 
its tyres. Jez felt better about this, but is still a 
contender for DOTD.

We continue for a few more miles then we 
start heading back to the farm and the 
thought of a shower and food warms us. A 
couple of the team decide that they will forgo 

the excitement and ask if there is a tarmac way back. Steph takes them back via 
tarmac – but we head back more or less the way we’d come cross country. Where 
we’d seen the 4x4s earlier we were advised to ‘stay right on the trail’ by Darren. 
Immediately three of the team decided that they knew better and started on the left! 
The way back was up rock ‘steps’ that we’d descended in the morning – they seemed 
bigger in the afternoon when heading upwards. These three all had difficulties and so 
we had some fun getting their bikes back upright and moving again, but we all made 
it to the top! Back down the other side and then to ‘Danny’s corner’ – this time 
heading downhill the skills we’d practised throughout the day made us feel good and 
we swept around the bend with nary a thought. Back into Dolgellau – more petrol for 
the bikes then back to the farm. Jack started repairing the bikes (those that needed 
it!). A hefty boot (apparently) adjusted my handlebars. 

We all congratulated each other over an excellent days riding and had some 
first-rate conversation into the night, looking forward to the following day.

Jack was voted the DOTD as he was the most experienced rider to nearly crash into 
Darren’s bike! Phew! Jez escaped!

Note: Please be advised that you WILL fall off at some point as a beginner – this is all 
slow-speed stuff and the course is designed to help you get over the fear of dropping 
the bike - although preferably not onto concrete. It does not hurt! Pride may be 
damaged but in this learning environment with people explaining how things work 
and helping you back up this is one of the safest times I’ve felt on a bike!

Sunday 24th April 09:00

Briefing. Yesterday we’d gone south – today we were heading north. Jack again led 
the way and after 10 minutes we were heading down a fabulous single-lane – well, 
track – with over-hanging branches and animal tracks criss-crossing. Looking over 
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the wall to the right we could see what appeared to be the trail we should have 
been on. We turned the bikes around (no mean feat!) and headed back to the last 
gap in the wall to join the correct route. Jack immediately gains nomination as 
DOTD. We continue through beautiful countryside and scorching weather (for 
Wales 15 degrees) plus of course picking up the occasional bike here and there and 
jumping on and off bikes to play the part of gate keeper. Fabulous!

The trails seemed a little harder this day – whether because we’d got used to the 
trails from the previous day or because we were tired from the day before or these 
were more advanced trails we don’t know! Travelling up a slight incline with large 
rocks in the middle Jez decided to try and make it over one of them (not intentional 
– bike decision) and ended up on his back on the right-hand side of the trail, 
laughing like a loon. Darren looked concerned until he heard me then helped me get 
back up and get the bike back upright. Confidence and skill improved for the whole 
group and we made (we thought) good progress. We came to a lovely trail sloping 
down to a bridge and on the other side of it we dismounted at the bottom of a 180 
degree turn followed immediately by a 90 degree turn. Covered in small rocks and 
gravel, of course.

Darren and Jack made us walk the turns to get an idea of the way that we should 
go and then one by one we try to get up. “Stick to the inside of the hairpin then 
look for your route to go around the next bend” we were told. “Keep it smooth and 
steady”. Jess ‘You’re not the boss of me’ ignored all advice and revved around the 
corner, only requiring a small amount of push from Darren to make it through. 
Mary was similar. Jez was lucky and did not need help! Jez’ bike went where he 
wanted it to! Danny – well. The hairpin was good. Then the revs stopped as did the 
bike. As he toppled off the bike back down the hill we could see that the bike was 
good but he had rolled back down to where he'd started. Jez was videoing him at 
this point if you’d like to see it – but had to stop videoing because he was laughing 
too much. Danny looked to have the DOTD spot firmly in his grasp. We all made it 
to the top of the slope and rested for a moment. We’d been promised that a 
decision would be made as to whether we’d be going up ‘Tarmac Hill’ – a 200m 
stretch of gravelly/rocky/steppy incline that entices you to head for the only bit of 
tarmac at the top…but this hairpin/turn combination had been a test for us and 
we’d been found wanting. We had a chat and although disappointed that we 
wouldn’t do it this time, it would give us something to aim for next time we came 
trail riding in Wales. Safety first and a wise decision. Thank you Darren!

After this we trekked across some lovely ruts (not) and Mark tried to throw himself 
into a gate post. He seemed dazed but physically OK and we continued towards 
lunch. This was not a DOTD contender since there was genuine concern that Mark 
had damaged himself – however, he continued and so did we. Across the valley we 
were shown our next destination – a hill with winding paths – it looked awesome. 
We got to a very sharp left hand corner where immediately after I had gate duty. 
After the last rider was through Darren waited for me and we confidently set off 
along the trail. Beautiful scenery / side of a hill / slightly deeper ruts than I’d like 
but manageable. Puddle. Appeared to be about 20 feet of water in the left rut – no 
visibility of what was below the surface. 5 feet of water in the right rut with clearly 
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visible tyre tracks from some of the other group. I tried to get onto the right rut 
– failed. “Ah well” I thought as I plunged into the puddle, giving the bike a bit more 
oomph to keep momentum. As the front wheel dipped into what appeared was a 
hidden dip, I went over the handlebars and landed on my back, luckily on a very 
soft piece of ground. Since I landed in a pile of weeds my new nickname was born 
– “Tumbleweed”. Definitely DOTD material if anyone was watching, that is. 
Unfortunately, Darren was keeping a very close eye on me! We struggled to get the 
bike out of the muddy rut – well, Darren struggled – I helped where I could. We 
re-joined the group and since my Himalayan had the engine light on we went 
through a few ‘resets’ to get the light off. Nothing worked, so Jack asked for all of 
the strong folk in the team to tip the bike upwards to drain any water from the 
exhaust. This done the engine light went off and the bike started and continued to 
run – hardy beasts, these bikes! 

Without further ado we meandered to lunch.

Steph re-joined us for lunch and then left  making her way back to the farm to sort 
out the running of business as usual. Jack and Darren finished off the day by taking 
us across a farmland area, then down what appeared to be a walking trail (!), then 
back along the road to Barmouth where we got the toll bridge across to Dolgellau 
and back to the petrol station before heading back to the farm.

Much singing and dancing was had in the evening celebrating our successes and 
commiserating any falls. Jez was indeed given the new name Tumbleweed and did 
get the DOTD award! I’ll say nothing of the entertainments for the evenings we 
were there, since to describe them will not do them any justice at all. 

A few questions to myself…Did I enjoy it? Yes. Did I enjoy the way the course is 
presented to us? Yes. 

Did I fall off more than once? Yes! Will I go again?  Damn right!

A HUGE thank you to Steph, Pete, Darren and Jack – we definitely would not have 
had that best weekend without you. 

Jez aka Tumbleweed
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A Day with
Rapid Training

Pro-Coach
Alan Thomas 

Aardvark – What on earth can that 
possibly be? Well having just 
completed my 5th Aardvark, I still 
can’t get to the bottom of how this 
almost mythical description 
evolved. What I can tell you 
however is that for an observer, it 
represents a unique bi-annual 
opportunity to have your riding 
skills assessed by some of the best 
on-road coaches money can buy. 
Namely Rapid Training.

For the 3rd year running I was 
recently buddied with one of my 
favourite TVAM riders Steve Harris 
and when we found out that once 
again Alan Thomas would be our 

Pro-Coach, we knew we were in for a treat. Alan’s irreverent sense of humour breaks 
the ice from the get go and his non-prescriptive coaching technique guarantees that 
we will spend the day more akin to a 3 amigo’s road trip than a headmaster 
embarrassing us in front of our class mates. I suggest you ask Steve or Alan about 
the squashed raspberries incident if you are ever in need of a pick-me up!

Unfortunately, just hours before our scheduled session with Alan, Steve’s rear 
suspension failed (his bike’s equipment of course!) and as a replacement buddy 
could not be found at such short notice, I was offered the opportunity to ride with 
Alan on a one-to- one basis which I readily accepted. Sorry Steve, hope you can 
forgive me.
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... because motorcyclists need a voice

... with full time political lobbyists, one an ex MP

... is your voice in Westminster and Brussels

A year's membership of £27 includes a bimonthly 85-page colour magazine,
for all the important biking news

Join online at www.mag-uk.org

I met with Alan in a Costa coffee shop in which he, offered me, a cup of coffee. A 
nice twist on the usual student offering the teacher an apple scenario. We then 
spent some time discussing my riding since we last met and by the end of the 
coffee, we had the day planned to match precisely what I wanted to do, which 
included a trip to the sea-side for ice cream as Alan lives in Christchurch.

Throughout the day and in equal measure Alan gave credit for my riding skills 
where it was due and offered, in a positive and encouraging manner, constructive 
commentary on those elements that could perhaps be tweaked a tad. From time to 
time he also provided a semi-guided tour of his home county as we were riding 
along which I felt was a bonus!

In addition to all of the above, Alan offered me the opportunity to observe and 
comment on his riding for a short period which I readily accepted. He immediately 
rode off in a spirited manner and it took every ounce of my riding skill to catch and 
finally stop this Class 1 roads policing pursuit officer to give him a piece of my 
mind! However, I managed to moderated my questioning and batted away the 
constant excuses he gave me, drawn no doubt from his decades of listening to 
people trying to talk their way out of a prosecution.

At the end of a very long day, I arrived home completely knackered but elated from 
the brilliant, confidence inspiring and totally fun time I’d had.

I’m aware that for some, the thought of attending an Aardvark session can be a bit 
daunting. So I’m hoping you can see that if you embrace the opportunity with an 
open mind it can be a huge amount of fun. 

Steve Selby

www.rapidtraining.co.uk
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01344 869997

Class 1, 2, 3, 4 & 7 MOT s̓ & Servicing

Class 1, 2, 3, 4 & 7 MOT s̓ + Repair Work & Professional Welding

Service and Maintenance of ALL Motorcycles, Cars and Light Commercials

Competitively Priced Motorcycle Tyres

Overhauling & General Repairs

Advanced Diagnostics in Engines, SRS, ABS,
Transmission,Plus Sub Systems & Motorcycle Diagnostics

FREE Battery & Alternator Testing

Plus Much More!

www.melsmotors.co.ukwww.melsmotors.co.uk

Unit 41, Longshot Lane,
Bracknell, RG12 1RL

www.melsmotors.co.uk
mel@melsmotors.co.uk
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TVAM CALENDAR
SOCIAL & TRAINING RUNS, TRACK DAYS, TRIPS & EVENTS 2022
If you have a run for the calendar please send details to socialruns@tvam.org. 
Keep an eye on the groups.io calendar for the latest news. Also check local teams.

JOINING LOCAL TEAM SOCIAL OR TRAINING RUNS
Many of the local teams now post their runs here. Many rides use either a database or an 
RSVP on the groups.io calendar to allow you to sign up for a ride, and it’s now much easier 
to subscribe to a local team to participate. From the allmembers area click in the menu on 
Subgroups and look down the list at Subgroups You Can Join. Click to join, then you can 
access their calendar and run database to sign onto the run.
You can adjust subscriptions from that group afterwards to receive fewer or more 
notifications or unsubscribe from it. Easy peasy!

Social Runs   Trip Events                Track Day/Training Run/Training Trip 
 

JULY 2022
SAT 2 SAMs FIRST SATURDAY RUN (B)

Meet at Jenner's Cafe, Ray Mead Road, Maidenhead, SL6 8NP at 9am  
to join SAMs run.  See calendar on Groups.io for any changes .

SUN 3 GNATs FIRST SUNDAY RUN (B)
Join the GNATs for their first Sunday of the month run. See GNATs 
database for run details and to sign up.

WED 6 GNATs MIDWEEK EVENING RUN (B)
Midweek evening run. See GNATs database for details and to sign up.

SUN 10 TRAINING RUN - hosted by WAGs (T)
Join the WAGs T-Run. All Observers, TObs, Associates and Full 
Members welcome. Two informal observed runs in the morning for 
Associates/Tobs, also available to Full Members. After lunch there 
will be a marked social run. Meet 10am at Wantage Market Place, 
OX12 8AB. See groups.io calendar for more information.

WED 13 GNATs MIDWEEK EVENING RUN (B)
Midweek evening run. See GNATs database for details and to sign up.

SAT 16 ADVANCED BIKE CONTROL (ABC)
From slower manoeuvring through to higher speed control and 
advanced braking techniques. Held at RAF Odiham, Hook, Hampshire, 
RG29 1QT. This course is just £25 and you can book (and pay) via the 
TVAM webshop - tvam.org. See Groups.io calendar for full details. 
Any questions contact Chris Caswell - abc@tvam.org

SUN 17 ST CRISPIN’S SUNDAY - 8.45am
Members' monthly meet at St Crispin's School, Wokingham. 
Observed rides for Associates and Social Runs for Full Members.
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WED 20 GNATs MIDWEEK EVENING RUN (B)
Midweek evening run. See GNATs database for details and to sign up.

THU 21 -
SUN 24

OFF-ROAD WITH GLAMPING, MACHYNLLETH - IMPROVERS
NICK SANDERS EXPEDITION CENTRE Contact phildon3@gmail.com

SUN 24 RAMs FOURTH SUNDAY RUN
Details to be posted on Groups.io. Contact Dana or Ben with any 
questions at reading@tvam.org. Sign up on RAMs database.

SUN 24 WOBMOB MONTHLY SOCIAL RUN
Full details on WOBMOB groups.io calendar two weeks before the 
run. Sign up on WOBMOB database. 

SUN 24 KEITH'S ANNUAL ISLE OF WIGHT FORAY (B+)
It’s a long day! Be at Chieveley services (M4 Jcn 13) at 7am for the 
briefing with a prompt departure at 7.30am. Back to Chieveley no 
earlier than 8.30pm. About 205 miles. Costs: Ferry £40 return, 
(negotiating a group rate - do not book your ferry ticket until told 
to). Limited numbers (20) so please RSVP to the calendar invite and 
email Keith Miller at mybikeruns@outlook.com. Once your place is 
confirmed Keith will email you directly with a 15% discount code for 
the ferry. See groups.io calendar entry for more details.

WED 27 GNATs MIDWEEK EVENING RUN (B)
Midweek evening run. See GNATs database for details and to sign up.

AUGUST 2022
WED 3 GNATs MIDWEEK EVENING RUN (B)

Midweek evening run. See GNATs database for details and to sign up.

FRI 5 -
SUN 7

WALES CAMPING AND TOUR 
Staying at a private campsite reserved for TVAM only near Hereford 
with a cook hut, firepit and BBQ. The event includes led rides on 
some of the best roads Wales has to offer as well as group rides 
there and back. The cost includes food for breakfast, soft drinks and 
evening BBQ's. £80 for the entire weekend. Limited to ten places.
For further details or to book onto the event contact Damien Murray 
- damien.murray@yahoo.com or call on 07780 678483.

SAT 6 SAMs FIRST SATURDAY RUN (B)
Meet at Jenner's Cafe, Ray Mead Road, Maidenhead, SL6 8NP at 9am  
to join SAMs run.  See calendar on Groups.io for any changes .

SUN 7 GNATs FIRST SUNDAY RUN (B)
Join the GNATs for their first Sunday of the month run. See GNATs 
database for run details and to sign up.

WED 10 GNATs MIDWEEK EVENING RUN (B)
Midweek evening run. See GNATs database for details and to sign up.
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THU 11 -
SUN 14

OFF-ROAD WITH GLAMPING, MACHYNLLETH - BEGINNERS
NICK SANDERS EXPEDITION CENTRE Contact phildon3@gmail.com

SAT 13 LUNCH IN WILTSHIRE (B)
Approximately 130 miles round trip finishing at Sutton Scotney 
around 3pm. Meet at former Little Nellie's Diner, Newbury Road, 
Kingsclere, RG20 4TA at 8.30am for a 9am departure. Run leader 
Mark Spittles 07753 931570. Limited to 10 riders - see calendar 
Groups.io for booking your slot.

SAT 13 RAMs SECOND SATURDAY RUN
Details to be posted on Groups.io. Contact Dana or Ben with any 
questions at reading@tvam.org. Sign up on RAMs database.

WED 17 GNATs MIDWEEK EVENING RUN (B)
Midweek evening run. See GNATs database for details and to sign up.

SUN 21 ST CRISPIN’S SUNDAY - 8.45am
Members' monthly meet at St Crispin's School, Wokingham. 
Observed rides for Associates and Social Runs for Full Members.

WED 24 GNATs MIDWEEK EVENING RUN (B)
Midweek evening run. See GNATs database for details and to sign up.

SUN 28 RAMs FOURTH SUNDAY RUN
Details to be posted on Groups.io. Contact Dana or Ben with any 
questions at reading@tvam.org. Sign up on RAMs database.

SUN 28 WOBMOB MONTHLY SOCIAL RUN
Full details on WOBMOB groups.io calendar two weeks before the 
run. Sign up on WOBMOB database. 

WED 31 GNATs MIDWEEK EVENING RUN (B)
Midweek evening run. See GNATs database for details and to sign up.

SEPTEMBER 2022

SAT 3 SAMs FIRST SATURDAY RUN (B)
Meet at Jenner's Cafe, Ray Mead Road, Maidenhead, SL6 8NP at 9am  
to join SAMs run.  See calendar on Groups.io for any changes .

SAT 3 POETS CORNER (A)
A run across North Hampshire, Wiltshire and Dorset on some 
fantastic roads, 165 miles, further details to follow. Meet at 
McDonald's, Basingstoke Leisure Park, Worting Rd, Basingstoke 
RG22 6PG at 8.30am for a 8.45am departure. Run Leader Mark 
Spittles 07753 931570. Limited to 10 riders - see calendar Groups.io 
for booking your slot.

SUN 4 GNATs FIRST SUNDAY RUN (B)
Join the GNATs for their first Sunday of the month run. See GNATs 
database for run details and to sign up.
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SAT 10 RAMs SECOND SATURDAY RUN
Details to be posted on Groups.io. Contact Dana or Ben with any 
questions at reading@tvam.org. Sign up on RAMs database.

SAT 10 ADVANCED BIKE CONTROL (ABC)
From slower manoeuvring through to higher speed control and 
advanced braking techniques. Held at RAF Odiham, Hook, Hampshire, 
RG29 1QT. This course is just £25 and you can book (and pay) via the 
TVAM webshop - tvam.org. See Groups.io calendar for full details. 
Any questions contact Chris Caswell - abc@tvam.org

SUN 11 TRAINING RUN - hosted by RAMs (T)
Join the RAMs T-Run. All Observers, TObs, Associates and Full 
Members welcome. Two informal observed runs in the morning for 
Associates/Tobs, also available to Full members. After lunch there 
will be a marked social run back to Calcot ending 4.30pm approx. 
Total run mileage 100 miles. Meet at McDonald's Calcot RG31 7SA 
at 9am for a 9.30am departure. Sign up on the RAMs database. 
Organisers Mel Hakhnazarian  07971 007 448 and Ness Boudier 
07909 888 953.

SUN 18 ST CRISPIN’S SUNDAY - 8.45am
Members' monthly meet at St Crispin's School, Wokingham. 
Observed rides for Associates and Social Runs for Full Members.

TUE 20 CASTLE COMBE TRACK SKILLS DAY (T)
TVAM circuit skills days at Castle Combe are ideal for all levels of 
experience from cautious riders and circuit novices through to more 
experienced riders who’ve done circuit-based days before. For more 
information and to book go to www.tvam.org and head for the shop 
- Track and Training Days.

FRI 23 -
SUN 25

WELSH WANDERS
After a fantastic April visit to Wales we are doing it all again! This 
weekend combines great roads with a friendly and relaxed social 
atmosphere. Based at the Hotel Commodore in Llandrindod Wells, 
the format of the long weekend is a full day riding on Friday; a full 
day ride out on Saturday and then a more direct ride back to England 
on the Sunday. If you’ve never been to Wales before then it's time to 
visit, and if you have then you know how good the roads are. Price 
for the weekend is £100 per person sharing a twin or double room 
and £120 for a single, inclusive of Friday and Saturday night three-
course dinner with coffee/tea, and a full breakfast on Saturday and 
Sunday. Everyone is welcome. Contact waleswanders@gmail.com to 
register your interest or to get more information.

Social Runs   Trip Events                Track Day/Training Run/Training Trip 
 



31

TVAM Run Ratings
 A: Skilled/progressive for confident riders on all types of road.
 B+:  Progressive pace for the confident, focused rider. 
 B:  Medium paced, relaxed ride.
 C:  Suitable for first timers or those looking for a MORE leisurely pace. No overtaking  
 within the group.
 T:  More formal training run - observed/social ride with an element of coaching.

SUN 25 RAMs FOURTH SUNDAY RUN (C)
Details to be posted on Groups.io. Contact Dana or Ben with any 
questions at reading@tvam.org. Sign up on RAMs database.

SUN 25 WOBMOB MONTHLY SOCIAL RUN
Full details on WOBMOB groups.io calendar two weeks before the 
run. Sign up on WOBMOB database. 

OCTOBER 2022

SAT 1 SAMs FIRST SATURDAY RUN (B)
Meet at Jenner's Cafe, Ray Mead Road, Maidenhead, SL6 8NP at 9am  
to join SAMs run.  See calendar on Groups.io for any changes .

SUN 2 GNATs FIRST SUNDAY RUN (B)
Join the GNATs for their first Sunday of the month run. See GNATs 
database for run details and to sign up. 

SAT 8 RAMs SECOND SATURDAY RUN (C)
Details to be posted on Groups.io. Contact Dana or Ben with any 
questions at reading@tvam.org. Sign up on RAMs database.

SUN 16 ST CRISPIN’S SUNDAY - 8.45am
Members' monthly meet at St Crispin's School, Wokingham. 
Observed rides for Associates and Social Runs for Full Member

SUN 30 RAMs FOURTH SUNDAY RUN
Details to be posted on Groups.io. Contact Dana or Ben with any 
questions at reading@tvam.org. Sign up on RAMs database.

SUN 30 WOBMOB MONTHLY SOCIAL RUN
Full details on WOBMOB groups.io calendar two weeks before the 
run. Sign up on WOBMOB database. 

NOVEMBER 2022
SAT 5 SAMs FIRST SATURDAY RUN (B)

Meet at Jenner's Cafe, Ray Mead Road, Maidenhead, SL6 8NP at 9am  
to join SAMs run.  See calendar on Groups.io for any changes .

SUN 6 GNATs FIRST SUNDAY RUN (B)
Join the GNATs for their first Sunday of the month run. See GNATs 
database for run details and to sign up.
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CLUB MEETS
We meet from 8.45am on the 3rd Sunday of each month at St. Crispin’s School, London 
Road, Wokingham, RG40 1SS. We welcome any wanting to come for an observed ride, or 
to see what we are about and just grab a coffee and a bacon roll - and you can join here!

LOCAL TEAM MEETS - contact your local team for online meeting times.
To join a team other than your own, go to Groups.io all members and see Wiki - Join a subgroup
Basingstoke (BAR) 
When:  First Monday of the month
Where:  Jekyll & Hyde, Hartley Wespall,  
  Turgis Green, RG27 0AX 
Time:  7.30pm

Camberley (CLAMs)
When:  1st Tuesday every month 
Where:  The Windmill, London Road, Windlesham,  
  Surrey, GU20 6PJ
Time:  8pm

Great Northern (GNATs) 
Meet 1:  After each St Crispin’s for coffee at 
  The Farm Café, Ashridge Manor Garden 

Centre, Forest Road, Wokingham,  
RG40 5QY (to be resumed when possible)

Meet 2:   Rideout first Sunday of the month.

Reading (RAMs)
When:   First Monday of the month
Where:   Fox and Hounds, Theale, RG7 4BE
Time:  8pm - ride beforehand
  see RAMs group in Groups.io for details

Slough (SAM) 
When:  First Saturday of the month
Where:  Jenners Riverside Café, Ray Mead Road,  
  Maidenhead, SL6 8NP
Time:  9am

Wantage & Newbury (WAGs)
When:  Second Wednesday of the month
How:  Join us - wags@tvam.Groups.io
Time:  Zoom call at 7.30pm

Wokingham & Bracknell (WOBMOB)
When:  3rd Tuesday of the month
How:   Join us - wobmob@tvam.Groups.io
Time:  Zoom call at 8pm

Green Team (Full Members)
Meet 1:  Last weekend of the month - see  
  Slipstream or Groups.io calendar 
Meet 2:   Wednesday following St Crispin’s at 
  The Crown, The Street, Swallowfield, 
  RG7 1QY   
Time:  7.30pm
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OBSERVER CONTACTS
Aardvarks Chris Brownlee aardvarks@tvam.org 
Allocations Peter Browne allocations@tvam.org 
Assessments Andy Wedge assessments@tvam.org 
Bike to bike radios Chris Brownlee bike2bike@tvam.org 
Cross Checks Simon Whatley  crosschecks@tvam.org 
Cross Check link  www.tvam.org/cross-check-request
Observer Health Checks Andy Wedge observerhealthchecks@tvam.org 
Observer Interest Andy Wedge observerinterest@tvam.org 
Observer Training Chris Brownlee observertraining@tvam.org 
Run Reports Chris Brownlee runreports@tvam.org 
Test Passes Peter Browne testpasses@tvam.org
Trainee Observer Coordinator  Hev Smith tobcoordinator@tvam.org
OBSERVER FORUM (mailing list): 
Observer Group https://tvam.Groups.io/g/observers

LOCAL TEAM CONTACTS
TEAM LEADERS (teamleaders@tvam.org): Quarterly meetings - Zoom - 7.30pm - Wednesday 27th July 
Basingstoke (BAR) Dennis Lutley basingstoke@tvam.org
Camberley (CLAMs) Jez Brown, Bri Walmsley camberley@tvam.org
Great Northern (GNATs)  Gary Jackson,  wycombe@tvam.org 
Reading (RAMs) Dana Gottschalk, Ben Graham reading@tvam.org
Slough (SAM)  Chris Davey, Ally McCulloch slough@tvam.org 
Wantage & Newbury (WAGs) Paul Gilmore wantage@tvam.org
Wokingham & Bracknell (WOBMOB) Andy MacWalter, Ian Gaitley wokingham@tvam.org
Green Team Alan Hudson  greenteam@tvam.org

SOCIAL CONTACTS (socialleaders@tvam.org): 
Basingstoke (BAR) Mark Spittles basingstoke.social@tvam.org
Camberley (CLAMs) Caroline Harvey camberley.social@tvam.org
Great Northern (GNATs) Gary Jackson wycombe.social@tvam.org
Reading (RAMs) Dana Gottschalk, Ben Graham reading.social@tvam.org
Slough (SAM) Chris Davey, Ally McCulloch slough.social@tvam.org
Wantage & Newbury (WAGs) Paul Gilmore, Mimi Carter Jonas wantage.social@tvam.org
Wokingham (WOBMOB) Andy MacWalter and Ian Gaitley wokingham.social@tvam.org
Green Team Alan Hudson  greenteam@tvam.org

                                                           is affiliated to                

Slipstream editor and designer: Salli G - slipstream@tvam.org
Editorial team: Kathy Wright, Nick Tasker, Robin Hennem and Paul Harris

Copy deadline: 3rd week of the month. To ensure your article or information is included
please inform the Editor to book space - slipstream@tvam at the earliest opportunity,

issues are planned well in advance of print date which is generally the first Friday of the month. 
Advertisement sales: advertising@tvam.org.

TVAM enquiries: 0118 402 4800  TVAM Website: www.tvam.org
© 2022 Thames Vale Advanced Motorcyclists. The views expressed are not always those of TVAM or IAM RoadSmart.
The editorial team reserve the right to edit submissions. Slipstream is published by Thames Vale Advanced Motorcyclists. 
No part of this publication may be reproduced or used in any manner without the express written permission of the publisher.

TVAM is a charitable company limited by guarantee and is a group within IAM RoadSmart.
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CLUB CONTACTS
Committee (committee@tvam.Groups.io): Who are they? Photos on Groups.io
Chairman Barrie Smith  chairman@tvam.org 
Chief Observer  Chris Brownlee  chiefobserver@tvam.org
Secretary Ian Gaitley  secretary@tvam.org 
Treasurer Bjorg Arnadottir   treasurer@tvam.org
Membership Secretary Dave Simmons   0118 402 4800 membership@tvam.org 
Slipstream Editor Salli Griffith    slipstream@tvam.org 
Green Team Leader Alan Hudson  fullmembers@tvam.org
   Committee Meetings: These are held at James House, Mere Park, Dedmere Road, Marlow, SL7 1FJ 
Next Meeting: (M - Marlow/Internet), 10th August (I),  - all meetings normally on second Wednesday 
of the month at 7.30pm. If a member wishes to attend they should contact Ian Gaitley - secretary@
tvam.org before the meeting date.
Special Roles: 
Advanced Bike Control Chris Caswell  advancedbikecontrol@tvam.org or abc@tvam.org 
Advanced Plus (previously EAR) Andy Wedge/Chris Brownlee advancedplus@tvam.org 
Advertising Salli Griffith    advertising@tvam.org
BikeCraft Di Woodcock  bikecraft@tvam.org
Bike Maintenance Phil Ryan  bikemaintenance@tvam.org 
Café and Stopover Database Chris Brownlee  cafedatabase@tvam.org 
Events  Barrie Smith  events@tvam.org
Events Diary (non-run events)  Salli Griffith, Keith Yallop eventsdiary@tvam.org 
Girl Torque Salli Griffith, Alie Ball girltorque@tvam.org 
Groups.io Support Andy Wedge, Chris Brownlee Groups.io@tvam.org
Incident Reporting Training Team  incident@tvam.org 
Leaflet Supply Barrie Smith   leaflets@tvam.org
Look Lean Roll                          llr@tvam.org 
Merchandise (to order items away from St Crispin’s)  merchandise@tvam.org 
Midweek Runs Alan Hudson  midweekruns@tvam.org
Offroad Riding Mark Barrett  offroad@tvam.org 
Pillion Rider Course Alan Hudson  prc@tvam.org
Red Zone Mel Hakhnazarian redzone@tvam.org
RideOn Training Team  trainingteam@tvam.org
Run Leader & Back Marker Course Alan Mossman, Issy Griffiths runleaderbackmarker@tvam.org
Social Media Kyriakos Chrysostomou, Aaron Braich socialmedia@tvam.org
Social Run Co-ordinators  Alan Hudson, Salli Griffith     socialruns@tvam.org 
St Crispin’s Sunday Runs Alan Mossman                   sundaysocialruns@tvam.org 
Tea & Coffee Bar at St Crispin’s Carole Hooper                           coffeebar@tvam.org 
Toy Run Steve Harris (volunteers for Dec Toy Run)         toyrun@tvam.org 
Track Skills Days (Training) Dave Hepworth  circuitskills@tvam.org
Webmaster Steve Dennis                webmaster@tvam.org 
Website: 
TVAM Website  www.tvam.org
The website gives you access to the web shop for booking courses, trips, training and track days.  
 TVAM Groups.io
Groups.io is the system used by TVAM to share details of news, events and much more.
https://Groups.io/groups
You will automatically be added to the system when you join TVAM so you can get involved in the 
conversations with other members. There are local team and special interest groups available for 
you to join also. Get involved and find out what’s happening.
 
Correspondence Address & Telephone: 23 Comet Way, Woodley, Reading RG5 4NZ. 0118 402 4800
Registered Office: 
Thames Vale Advanced Motorcyclists is a charitable company limited by guarantee, and is a group within 
the IAM. c/o Durrants Accountants, 24 Wellington Business Park, Dukes Ride, Crowthorne, Berkshire, 
RG45 6LS. Registration Number: 03556042. Charity Number 1069767.
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BULLDOG TRIUMPH

Bulldog Triumph, Reading Road, Wokingham, RG41 5AB
Tel 01189 360720   www.bulldogtriumph.com

Lighter
more powerful

class leading handling
BOOK YOUR RIDE TODAY



HONDA BIKES 
ARE NOW IN  
READING

START YOUR ADVENTURE NOW

MARSHALL HONDA READING
ROSE KILN LANE, READING, BERKSHIRE, RG2 0JZ

01189 113085


